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Ha Duy Binh

Thu
Trudng
Nhom

Kinh thua cdc cha va cdc anh chi kinh mén,

Khi cdc cha va cdc anh chi cAm td bdo trong tay, c6 18 trdi da
vao thu. Thdi gian di nhanh, méi c6 hop mit miia he ma nay thAm
di gin cudi nim. Xin phép cdc cha va cdc anh chi d€ ciing nhau
nhdc lai nhirng sinh hoat va nhiing tin tic da ¢6 trong thdi gian he
vlra qua.

Nhu céc anh chi dd biét, nim 2001, hop mit phong trao, lan
dAu tién, da dudc t8 chiic vao mia he thay vi vio cudi nim nhu di
lam trong 20 nim qua.

Tai sao minh lai di vao mua he vay?

M4y nim gin diy, nhém youth Pdng Hanh di c6 5 chic
hop miit cho c4c ban tré vao mlia he vi miia hé céc em tuong doi
“ranh” hon trong nim hoc. Do nhitng nhu ciu ty nhién d6 ma ty
nhién phong trao cd hai cudc hop mit trong mot nim. Mua he cho
youth, miia dong cho tAt cd moi ngudi. Vi tinh than clia mot gia
dinh, ndm nay chiing ta da c¢6 mot cudc hop mit cia mot dai gia
dinh ma trong d6 c6 that nhiéu nhitng khuon mit “gia tré 16n bé”
dé cic em khong cam thdy lac 16ng khi vé véi cac anh chi, cdc co
céc bac trong phong trao. DAy ciing 12 dip d& cho moi ngudi trong
dai gia dinh POong Hanh thiy dugc hinh 4nh that sy clia mot cong
doan vdi nhiéu thé hé khic nhau va v6i nhiéu nhu cau khdc nhau.

Hop mét nim nay tai Allentown Philadelphia 12 mdt mén
qua ctia Chia Thanh Than cho tit ¢4 cdc anh chi d tham du & d6
va cho c4 phong trio. Lan dAu tién, Pong Hanh c6 cudc hop mit
ma con sO ngudi tham dy 1én d€n gin 250 ngudi trong d6 gan hai
phan ba 13 youth. Day 1a mdt con s c6 thé néi la gAp doi hay gip
ba cho nhiing budi hop mdt da dugc t8 chic trong qia khit. Mén
qua ciing 12 gdnh ndng cho cdc anh chi ving dong bic da phai bd
ra bi&t bao nhiéu 12 thi gi va cong siic trong viéc td chifc, nao 1a
ki€m dia diém, dua ruc, don tiép, di choi, an udng, in sich, tim
ki€m chd tam trid van vin va van van. Ngoai nhitng cong viéc
chiing ta da thay, da dugc “hudng”, con bi€t bao nhiéu cong viéc
khong tén khong tudi, khong ai bi€t d&n, khong ai ké ra, ma cdc
anh chi d3 Am thim lam viéc d€ gitp cho chiing ta c6 mot cude
hop miit that 12 t5t dep. Cling qua nhitng hy sinh d6, chiing ta cdm
nhin dugc tinh thudng cla cdc anh chi dia phuong da cho phong
trdo va ciing xin c4c anh chi viing dong bic nhan sy bi€t on chan



thanh cla ching em.

Pong nhu vay, 1di t6 chiic ra sao?

Chiing ta da c6 ba nhom trong nhitng ngay hop médt da qua,
nhém Youth, nhém Yém Trg va nhém Gia Pinh. C4c nhém c6
nhiing dé tai va sinh hoat ddc 1ap v6i nhau. C4c nhém chi gip
nhau & gid gii lao, hop chung, Thinh L& va vin nghé. Nhitng gid
con lai thi nhém nao c6 chuong trinh ctia nhém d6. Ai muén tham
du nhém nao thi ty thich tiry nhu ciu.

Cdc ban tré tham gia nhém youth v6i nhitng chuong trinh
sinh hoat, hudn luyén leader, chia sé riéng theo hinh thdi va cul-
ture cia ho. Trong nhitng ngay hop mét, cdc em da dugc dip trao
ddi véi nhau nhirng kinh nghiém séng Pong Hanh clia minh va
clia nhém minh. Cudc hop mit, tao cd hoi cho cdc em biét nhau,
biét Pong Hanh 1a gi. Trudc khi di xa trong Iy tudng, c6 1& cic em
cin bit diu v6i nhau biing tinh ban, tinh thin qua nhitng gip mit
dé rdi c6 dip ti€p tuc thit chit sgi day tinh ban vdi nhau sau nay.
Trong chiéu huéng d6, cdc em trong ban youth dang thim do va
chu#n bi @& Pong Hanh youth c6 thé tham dy Pai Hoi Gidi Tré &
Toronto Canada vao nim 2002. Xin cdc em va cdc anh chi chuin
bi vi ddy 12 mot dip d€ thay dugc niém tin va 1ong nhiét thanh clia
céc em trong phong trao néi riéng va cla th€ gidi néi chung.

Nhém Gia Dinh nhian manh nhiéu hon vé nhirng nhu cau
cia c4c gia dinh trong xd hoi hom nay. Nhu ciu ctia bs me, nhu
cau clia con cdi, nhu cau clia mot mai nha ém 4m ma trong d6 tinh
thuong cia Thién Chda dugc hién hitu mot cich thudng xuyén.
C6 nhitng mai 4m nhung ciing c6 nhitng gia dinh dang sdng trong
séng gi6 va ciing c6 nhitng song gi6 trong nhitng gia dinh 4m ém.
Lam sao ddi song Pong Hanh, tinh thin Linh Thao gitp chiing ta
12 nhitng ngudi gido dan sdng tron ven on goi gia dinh clia minh?
Trong nhitng ngay hop mit, nhém gia dinh chi trong nhiéu vé
chia sé nhitng kinh nghiém song that hon 1a chia sé nhitng nguyén
tic va 1y thuy&t. Pa c6 nhiéu anh chi da ké lai nhitng gi minh da
di qua va di song nhu thé nao, mdt cach khiém nhudng dé qua d6
céc anh chi ¢6 thé hoc hdi 1an nhau.

Nhém Yém Trg, nghe tén thi méi, nhung chi 13 rugu cii trong
binh méi. Rugu cii & day vi nhur 13 10ng ao uc ban ddu vin nhut
vay va su ¢6 gdng phuc vu anh chi em vin th&, vé méi 4m chi cdi
tén mdi, chinh xdc hon, v6i kha nidng va nhiém vu cda ban. Céc
anh chi trong ban Hun Luyén cdm thdy cdi chit Hudn Luyén nghe
520 “lén 1a0” qua nén mudn ddi mot tén mdi cho phit hop véi sit
mang clia ban hon nén cdi tén Yém Trg dugc ra ddi. Cc anh chi
nghi ring minh khong d4m huin luyén ngudi khéc, cong tic yém
trg thi diing hon. Cdc anh chi trong ban ao u6c dugc yém trg cdc
nhém trong phong trio trong ddi song nhém, trong 16i song Pong
Hanh clia nhém, trong doi song tAm linh ctia nhém. Lam thé nao
gitip cdc nhém c6 tai liéu d& hop nhém hitu hi¢u hon, 1am sao
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thing ti€n ddi song cong dong, 1am viéc ti€p tuc song tinh than
Linh Thao trong nhém trong doi song ctia mdi ngay. Ciing nhan
dip hop mit, ban Yém Trg bay té long ao udc & mdi dia phuong c6
mot s6 anh chi ciing thao thifc v6i ddi song nhém va cong tic véi
ban Yém Tro, d€ 1am sgi ddy lién lac giita cdc nhém dia phuong
vdi nhau va v6i phong trao. Ngoai ra, ban Yém Trd ciing gidi thi¢u
chuong trinh Thao Luyén Nhe Nhang d&n véi moi ngudi va khuyé&n
khich cdc nhém thit nghiém. Mot s6 nhém dia phuong nhw Hous-
ton, Phoenix, Montreal, Portland da di qua chuong trinh nay ciling
chia sé kinh nghiém, nhitng két qua da thu lugm dugc ciing nhitng
kho khin da di qua. Xin m&i cdc nhém dia phudng néu c6 di¢u
kién, xin thif chuong trinh ndy vd mong cdc ban git hdi dugc nhiéu
phan thudng thiéng liéng cho chinh c4 nhan vi cho nhém chiing
ta.

Ciing gin ddy, nhu moi niim, viing Trung Tay, di 5 chic
hop mit viing thudng nién vao ngay 1€ Lao Pong tai Missouri.
Gan 250 c4c anh chi va cdc em di vé hop mit trong tinh gia dinh.
Mot 1An nifa, ciing xin thay mit phong trio, Xin cim on c4c anh chi
di ditng ra to chiic cudc hop mit, ciing xin cdm on cdc anh chi da
dén tham dy. Viing Trung Ty 12 mdt viing rong 16n nén cdc anh
chi dd phai mat nhiéu thi gid di chuyén méi d&n dugc dia diém dé
san sé cho nhau c4i tinh ma ching ta vin quen goi 1a tinh Pdng
Hanh.

Khi nhin lai hai cudc hop mdt trong nim nay, Philadelphia
va Missouri, chiing ta thiy s cdc em chi€m gin hai phin ba s
ngudi tham dy. Mudi nim truéc day, con s§ cdc em vé tham du
that khi€m nhudng. Cac em di vdi cha me, cic em di “ké” vdi cdc
anh chi, thim chi cdc em nghe “ké” chuong trinh cta cic anh chi.
Ngay hom nay, cdc em dén tham dy nhiéu hon ngudi 16n, di¢u
niy, ¢6 1& nhic nhd ching ta d&n nhu ciu tong dd “ndi bd” cho
chinh con em ctia chiing ta, 1am sao chiing ta ti€p tuc gi6i thidu ly
twéng Pong Hanh cho cdc em, mot Iy tudng ma anh chi em ching
ta hiing ngdy vin thAm nhi “tirng ngdy t6i vin, vin ludn cau xin,
tirng ngdy ti van, vin xin niém tin”.

Khi nhin cdc em dang 16n 1én trong phong trao, cling nhic
nhd cho chiing ta nhitng thay ddi trong cudc ddi va chic chin cue
ddi khong thi€u nhitng ddi thay, khong thi€u nhitng bt ngd. Khi
d6i dién vé6i bi€n c6 clia cudc ddi, xin Chia gidp cho chiing ta bi€t
stt dung nhitng bién c6 4y d€ gan giii vdi Ngai nhiéu hon, dé rdi
nhitng khé khin, nhitng bat ngd, nhitng khéc biét, nhitng wu tu
khong lam chiing ta xa cdch nhau, nhung chi d€ chiing ta nén mot
trong Chiia Kito.

Xin kinh chiic cdc ban m§t ngay an lanh va thdnh thién.

Thay trudng nhém,
Ha Duy Binh El



Thu
Toa Soan

Giti quy ddc gid thdn thiong ciia Pong Hanh,

L4 thu toa soan ndy dugc viét cho cdc anh chi va cdc ban
vao cudi thang mudi, sau bién ¢d chan dong cd nuc M, giita bao
tin tifc m6i mdi ngdy vé cudc chién, vé “Anthrax”, vé lay-off khip
ndi. Khong nhiéu thi it, cudc song ctia mdi ngudsi chiing ta ciing bi
anh hudng bdi nhitng gi xay ra trong hai thing qua. Mot vai anh
chi trong phong trao c6 ngudi thin hay ban bé gip nan ... Nhidu
gia dinh trong phong trao bi thit nghiép va dang gip khé khin tim
viéc vi 4nh huéng day chuyén ctia nén kinh t€ My. Chic han mdi
ngudi ching ta déu it nhiéu cdm nhan dugc sy bap bénh, mong
manh clia bi€t bao diéu trong cudc song ... Dl vdy, ciu mong sao
nhitng lo Au xao xuyé&n d6 khong 1am chiing ta chdn ndn thit vong.
Ngudc lai, tit c4 nhitng diéu di va dang xay ra chung quanh, gitip
chiing ta nhan ra chiing ta cAn Chia bi€t chitng no ...

Va c6 18 chiing ta ciing can nhau, cin phong trio Pong Hanh
dé cling ning d5 nhau trén con dudng Pic Tin. Thing sdu vira
qua, Pong Hanh t3 chifc cudc hop mit toan phong trio lan dau
tién vio mia he. Bdo s8 nay xin phép ddi chi dé da dinh trudc,
“Khiing Hong trong Gia Pinh” dé gii d&n doc gi4 nhitng bai viét
vé 1an hop mit vita qua tai Allentown, PA. Tuy hoi mudn, nhung
hy vong s& 1am sdng lai nhitng ky niém dep céc anh chi & cdc ban
dd c6 v6i nhau va véi Pong Hanh, trong miia he vira qua.

S6 bdo sip t6i (dv dinh ra vao cudi thing 12) s& quay lai véi
chi @ Gia Pinh. Xin c4o 13i cting ban doc vé sy thay doi phit
chét nay.

Rdi ¢6 18 ciing nén thi that vi quy doc gid ring Pong Hanh
gip mot doi chiit khé khin vé tai chanh trong viéc in & phat hinh
bon sd bdo lién ti€p clia nim nay, 2001. T diu nim, buu dién
ting cudc phi gdp rudi. Mdi s6 bdo lam thim thut qu§ phong trao
ciing hoi nhiéu.... Trong 1dn hop mit tai Allentown vira qua, ban
phuc vu da quyé&t dinh van giit gi4 bio nhu cil, tuy nhién s& gidm
xudng con bon sd (thay vi sdu s6) trong mot ndm. Sau s6 bdo nay,
ban b4o s& cd ging thuc hién mot s6 cudi nim 2001. Bit diu tir
nim 2002, Dong Hanh sé& dé&n tay doc gia mdi tam c4 nguyét. Hy
vong 12 bdo s& ddy hon, nhiéu bai v§ stc tich hon, 1am bdo ciing

b6t mét hon, va ban tai chanh cla phong trao ciing d3 lo hon!

Trong vai thing qua, Dong Hanh d4 nhin rit nhiéu 15i khuyén
khich, khen nggi, thim hédi clia cac anh chi em khdp ndi. Xin cdm
on tat ca nhitng chan tinh d6. Va mong sé& ti€p tuc dugc nghe tir
céc anh chi. Nguyén xin Thién Chda gin giit, ban dn, huéng din
va hiép nhat ching ta trong tinh yéu clia Ngai.

Théng 11, ciing xin nhé d&n c4c linh hon, nhat 13 linh hon
ctia nhitng anh chi em trong phong trao di ra di trudc chiing ta.
Théng 12, buéc vao mia vong. Ciu chic tit c& mdt mia vong
thénh thién va hen gip trong sd bao Gidng sinh. Ed

Chung
»Vui

£

~ =

Gia dinh PH xin dugc

chung vui ciing
CHAU-HOAN - HOANG
vira thé hita trim nim yéu
thuong nhau tru6c mét Chua.

Chic hai ban mai mai yéu
thuong nhau.
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Tt ldc nhan dugc e-

mail clia anh Liém trudng ving Dong Bic,
Anh hdi t6i ¢6 § mudn diing viing New Jer-
sey lam trung tim di€m cho budi mini hop
mit dé chudn bi t8 chitc Hop Mit Pdng
Hanh ndm 2001 tai Northampton PA. Toi
goi anh Liém d€ xin thém chi ti&t va nhin
161, m3i quy Cha, ciing cdc anh chi dén tu
gia chiing tdi nghi ngoi va hop chuén bi cho
hop mit. Pau tién, trong 1ong toi rit phan
kh&i vi nghi ring day la co hoi duge lam
viéc v6i cdc anh chi Pong Hanh trong pham
vi rdng 16n hon. Hon nifa nha t6i ciing
khuy€n khich t6i nén danh nhiéu thdi gian
hon cho gidi tré va hudng vé ddi song tu
dtc cho chinh minh va giGi tré (vi trong d6
¢6 céc con, cac chau clia minh). MOt mit
khéc thi lai lo khong bi&t minh phai lam gi
day?Toi dua viéc nay trinh bay vdicdc anh
chi nién trudng trong nhdm va bay t6 nhitng
Uu tv ctia minh. Toi dén nhan nhitng ¥ ki€n
kinh nghiém va cdc anh chi. Ho nhic t0i
mot chuyén cin phai lo gitip cho ban & chitc
DPong Bic 12 viéc dua don trude va sau hop
mit. C4c anh chi bdo t6i ring: D6 1a viéc
ning nhat vi minh & gin phi trudng New-
ark, JFK... nhung ding lo, tui minh chia
nhau 1am. Toi rit an tAm vi cdc anh chi di
tirng gitip t6i hoan thanh nhiéu viéc vé ddi
song tu difc clia nhém cling nhw nhitng viéc
dao dirc khac...

Viéc phdi d€n da dén. Toi nghe tin anh
Pham Hitu Quang truéng phong trao s& dén
tir California d€ cting hop véi anh em, toi
cdm thdy viéc khong don gidn nhu minh
nghi, ma mang tinh cdch rdng 16n hon
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nhiéu. Toi dd cAu nguyén va xin pho thic
cho Chia. Cha Liém dd vé hop cling véi
trudng viing, phd viing va cdc nhém mién
dong va nhitla cdc nhém tré da khong quén
ngai dudng x4 xa xoi cling d€n dé chia x&,
génh vic cdc cong viéc ma ban td chic giao
phé. bing nhu t6i dy dodn, anh Quang ciing
nhu cc chi trong ban phuc vu rat lo ngai s&
ngudi vé tham dy sé rat dong, va ciing s&
¢6 cdc anh chi tir Au Chau ciing vé& hop mit
v6i anh em Hoa Ky. Liic anh Liém bao toi
“anh Quang s& vé& hop véi tui minh”, that
su toi rat lo va toi chuyén e-mail ctia anh
Liém dén moi thinh vién nhém 16n, nhém
nhd... Ho da khdng vu tu nhu toi ma lai to
ra rit phan khéi, vui tudi chd dén dugc gip
anh, mdt ngudi anh 16n cla phong trao véi
diy dd cdc diic tinh tot.

Budi hop di di&n ra trong khong khi
vui tuoi. Nhit 13 giong trAim 4m cda cha
Liém qua bai chia xé viéc di lam vu®n nho
cang sudi Am 1ong moi ngudi. Con anh Liém
thi chia xé doi song tu dic ciing nhu phac
hoa sd vé Lightwork. Moi ngudi hing hdi
nhié€t thanh nhan nhitng cdng tic cho hop
mét. Nhém Dan Than, Mudi DAt NJ ciing
hidng hdi va hen gdp nhau trong nhitng ngay
sp t6i. Anh chi H Linh nhin 1am web site
véi anh Vin DPinh Tudn nhung anh chi s&
khong tham du hop mit dugc vi phdi vé
qué ngoai tham dy ky niém 50 nim 1& thanh
hon cla Ong ba ngoai.

Ghi danh tham dw HMPH chinh 1a lic
chiing tdi lo 1ing cing thing. Chi trong vong
8 ngay s6 ngudi ghi danh tham dy da Ién
dé&n con s6 ngoai du liéu, anh Hoat (truéng

trai) hdi sd lugng ngudi ghi danh, chiing toi
hdi anh da ghi danh chua? Anh béo chua!!,
Nghe ngot ngao qud! Ching t6i cho anh
bi€t s6 ghi danh dd khéa va anh s& phdi
ding ngoai cdng dé diéu hanh. Hehehe!!!.
Anh khong my uu tu cho viéc ditng ngoai
diéu hanh ma anh lo dén con s6 tham du
16n nhy vy ma anh khong mu6n mat ai,
bé ai. Roi anh ciing nhu anh Nguyén (dong
truéng trai) lo d€n viéc phuc vu anh em
trong nhitng ngay hop mit. Bén Allentown
anh chi Lap Phugng d6i Long Phung tai ba
doi d4 va trosi ciing bat dau lo 1ing. Toi theo
ddi e-mail hiing gid. Anh Nguyén phu trach
booklet hdi: “le le 1én Udng oi minh cin
content cang sém cang t6t”. Minh bén goi
anh Liém va nhic anh “ring thi ma ... ngay
gid ciing gan di€m rdi, anh 6 cich gi cho
minh muc luc clia cudn booklet”. Anh bdo
phai chd content clia anh Quang. Ok, thi
chd. Roi thdi gian troi khd nhanh khong
thd'y dong tinh gi nén minh bén e-mail nhic
céc anh va chuyén dén anh Quang véi muc
dich: hdi thic. S4ng s6m hom sau, minh vira
budc chan vao ban lam viéc, du tién minh
check e-mail coi ¢6 gila. S& 1, Chi Phugng
bdo minh phai kién nhin chd dgi vi thong
thudng cudn booklet chi dugc hoan tit vao
phiit cudi. S& 2, Anh DPat bdo: kién nhin
chit di chtt 1am gi ma nhing 1én day!!!
Minh ciing hoi cut hitng va 4m thdm chiu
dung khong ddm k€ cho anh Nguyén, anh
Hoat nghe, s¢ ho budn.That ra néu ai ¢6
ngdi chung vdi hai anh 4y thi mdi hi€u dugc
tAm long quan tAm dé&n nhitng anh em sé&
vé hop mit. Hai anh nhic nhd minh tirng



chiit giong nhu chi Phugng vay: it chd in,
chd ngd, v.v... Va cdc anh da cling v6i minh
hoach dinh nhiéu dy tinh khdc nhau ngd
hu c6 thé ddp tng dugc moi tinh hudng
c6 thé x4y ra. C6 dém sdu anh em chum
dAu vao nhau dé ban va cudi cling quyét
dinh: mdi cdc anh c6 trach nhiém vé local
hop va cho quyé&t dinh cudi cting. Piém nay
toi xin trinh bay rd hon: hop d€ biét minh
¢6 thé gitip gi dugc cho anh chi Lap Phugng
ciing nhv nhém Hong An va Hy Vong, vi
thi'y cong viéc khd nhiéu chong gai, chic
ring qdy vi cling cAn giip mot, hai, ba...
tay. Khi U6ng goi thi anh chi Lap Phugng
vui vé hudng ting va thu x&p moi du tinh
can phai lam. Anh Liém ciing dong y khi
thiy tAm miic quan trong ctia budi hop. Anh
Hoang thi Am it khong mudn vé hop, vi vira

xa vlra bdn. Dip nay ciing la dip minh nhin
biét dugc nhitng hing say va tai nhan xét ti
mi cla gidi tré: ho da ddp lai 161 mdi, cing
di v6i anh Liém c6 Mai Khoi, Khang va
Snow (Tuyét). Gidi tré da nhan gidp nhi¢u
viéc cho hop miit, nhat 12 viéc s& trong coi
gilp dd cdc em khi d&€n va nhitng ngay &
trung tAm. Viéc nay ho da hoan tit véi hon
trim em ma da sinh hoat trong trat t vui
vé.

Ngay 30 thdng 6, anh em hen gip
nhau & nha anh chi Lap Phugng. Trén dudng
tir NJ qua PA chiing tdi di hai xe, mdt gdm
hai anh Hoat, Nguyén, mdt chi€c toi 14i gom
c6 nha toi va chdu Hoang. Trén dudng di
chiing t6i dd nhdn ra ¢ Chiia dang ddong
hanh véi chiing toi: Toi chay khodng 70-75
mph va anh Nguyén chay theo, khi d&n chd

tra toll toi thA'y anh Nguyén Iti vio 1é bén
phai. Toi khong hi€u sao anh lai ngling xe
lai, toi de lai coi cdc anh ¢6 cin gi minh
khong, thi thdy xe anh bi nd banh trudc.
Sau khi hoan tat, ti€p tuc Ién dudng nha toi
bdo: N&u banh xe nd truc khi trd toll thi
khong biét sé ra sao?!!. Sau khi thim viéng
trung tim, trudc khi bit diu hop, Anh Hoat
da cAu xin Chda hién dién véi ching con
va x dung tri khon ching con trong viéc
phuc vu nhitng anh em ching con s& vé
day. Budi hop dién ra khd tuyét vdi véi
nhitng trinh bay ti mi mach lac cta anh chi
Long Phung cung nhitng uu tu ctia anh em
Dan Thin da gitip anh Liém quy€t dinh va
phan chia cong viéc d€ cling lo chung: Anh
chi Lap Phugng lo cdc qudn tro cho sO
ngudi thing du va bita dn toi thit ba, chao
dén Exco, in Ca Nguyén Linh Thao va
nhiéu viéc ning né khdc. Nhém D4n thin
lo &m thanh 4nh sdng, nha &n, booklet, nhac
cu, v.v... Youth nhan lo Thénh ca, x&p chd,
tiép tan...

Tir Chiia nhat mdng 8 thdng 7 tdi bt
dAu song véi hop mit, toi ra phi trudng
Newark, NJ d6n anh chi Xuén Sao tir Tay
btc. Vira méi gép nhau da than nhau nhu
da tirng than nhau tif 1du 1dm. C4i tAm tinh
ndy di thiy rd trong nhitng ngdy HM, toi
da gip nhitng ngudi chi biét tén trén web,
e-mail... nhung ching t6i dd kh6c ngdm
ngli khi chia tay. Anh Bich (Cuc DPAt) ciing
lam t6i cdm dong khong it trong nhitng yéu
thuong choc gheo ma chi ¢6 nhitng ngudi
yéu mén nhau mdi tréu nhau nhu vay. Khi
t6i dién thoai cho chi Mong Hing qua Am
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thanh dién thoai, t6i dodn Ia t6i c6 thém
ngudi chi khd 4i, khong nhitng chi kha 4i
ma chi con dao diic, guong miu nhu anh
Hao, anh Binh... Con anh chi Hung Kim-
Anh toi khong c6 viét d€ viét vé anh chi
ma d€ trdi tim toi thd qua nhitng thdn thifc
vu tu trong tim anh chi danh cho anh em.
Con gidi tré: tuyét voi véi Huong, Lé
Khang, Mai Khoi, Snow, Quyén, Son... cic
em thé hién 1ong yéu quy nhau, thanh thién
trong cdc bai Thdnh Ca, sinh hoat linh
dong... Cha Pc todt ra vdi tim hon don so
chan thanh trong Thanh L& véi cha Long
danh cho gidi tré. Céc cha Thanh, cha Liém,
cha Tuan dd hoa nhap vao mdi ngudi yéu
mén khong so do khong tinh todn. Pic biét
nhé t6i Thdy Sdu Poan, khong chiéu nao
ma Thiy khong dén chia x4, gitp cc cha
dong &, Thy vui v& thim hdi choi véi cdc
em, cling nhu cdc anh chi. i nhic tdi cdc
vi lanh dao tinh thin, ching minh ciing
khong quyén nhitng anh em lic nao ciing
quén minh vi anh em nhu: anh Trung, Vin
Dinh Tuin, anh chi Pat Hai, Kim Hoa ba
ba, Phan Phong, An Trim, Thanh Hudng,
v.v... mdi anh chi d3 mot tay gidp hop mit
thanh cong trong mdi lanh vuc khac nhau.
Riéng anh Pat 18 nim khong thay ddi vdi
nét suy tu trim ling, anh da danh hau hét
thdi gian cho cic em qua cdc ho,p midt va
nhit 1a cic em nhém Love Boat d3 dugc
dan dit cho d€n khi trudng thanh, béng anh
vin ditng bén cdc em. Anh Hoang 12 ngudi
mang nhiéu trich nhiém nhat va ban ron
nhat thim chi gi dn ciing ching thiy in,
anh x6n-xang chay ngugc xudi lo ddu nay
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dAu kia d&n toi nghiép.

Cam nghiém ray rit trong tdi 1a nhitng
work shop; dé tai gia dinh 13 nhitng vu tu
hang dau ctia mdi gia dinh; hanh phiic 12
nhitng nhin bi€t moi 4n hué Chida ban cho.
Mic du vay, trong anh em cling c¢é nhiing
ngudi dau khd vi gdy d6, nhung cdc anh
chi da dugc Chida soi sing, can ddm ding
day song theo tinh thin Phic Am va ludt
Hoi Thanh. Nhitng chia sé clia d6 v3 da
cho t6i nhan thitc: Chia cho con ngudi ban
dudng 12 An stng, 12 14 chidn an i lic ndng
mua, cdc con cdi Chda ban la nhitng hat
ngoc to di€ém cudc song. Mdi Thanh LE 13
nhitng 16i mdi goi: Pong Hanh, séng véi
brc Kitd. Tir d6 t6i han hoan hon, yéu nha
t6i hon, nhit 1a d6i véi cdc con, t0i c6 cai

nhin khéc hon. Khi t6i dang viét thi dng ba
6 cha Nguyé&n Hoai Chuong ghé thiim, dng
ba cling chia xé nhitng thanh cong va rat
nhiéu khd s& x4y ra trong ddi song cta
nhiéu gia dinh ma 6ng ba quen biét.

Mot gia dinh trong Pic Kitd 1a cha
dé& cho HMPH. Céc anh em vé tir khip noi
trén thé gidi da yéu thuong khong xa la,
da chia xé cho nhau nhitng ngay xa cich,
da lo 1ing cho nhau, bin rin khong nd xa
nhau. Va bai hat We are one body, one body
in Christ ... quyén véi ti€ng nhac khong
ngling, moi ngudi nim vai nhau khong roi.
Hinh 4nh nay s6ng mii trong tdi.

Hy vong tdi s& ¢6 dip lai d6n ti&p anh
em, lai hat va cho nhau nu cudi, cho nhau
tinh ngudi trong it Kito. El
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T hom di du cudc
hop mit tai Northampton PA vé dén nay,
t6i ctt nhdi 1ong phéi vi€t mot chit chia sé
véi cdc anh chi trong gia dinh Pong Hanh
ma cif 1an 1ita mai chua ghi duge. Cim thay
minh con thi€u mdt mén nd, trong long vin
canh c4nh ning né.

Pi tir lau toi vin ao udc dude mot lan
di du Hop Mit hay Pai hoi Pong Hanh dé
dugc quen biét nhitng ngudi ma minh chi
“vin ky thanh bat ki€n k¥ hinh”. Lan nao
doc thong bdo trén Pong Hanh vé hop mit
ciing thdy t& chiic vio miia dong. Nhitng
ngay Gidng Sinh va Tét t6i khong thé ving
mit trong gia dinh, lai nita tit Au Chau bay
qua M§ Chau phai dén trudc vai ngay va
vé sau vai ngay. That1a phién ha cho nhitng
ngudi to chic.

Nim nay hop mitlai to chifc vio miia
he. C6 18 Chiia Thdnh Than thuong t6i lim
nén soi sang cho cdc anh chi t§ chic bén
nd “thay chiéu ddi vin” v toi 1a mot trong
nhitng k€ “tring s3 7.

Bay gid thi bon chdu 16n da di 1ong
cénh. Chi ¢c6 mot ¢ it 16 tudi con § véi
ching t6i ma vacation nay chiu da bay qua
tham anh chi bén Melbourne rdi. Thé 1a vg
chdng son chiing toi khin géi 1én dudng
nhim phi trudng Newark theo 15i ban t§
chitc chi din ma “ddu xudng”.

Anh chi Udng Chi va bé Mathew don
ching t6i nhw d6n nhitng ngudi than xa trg
vé. Mic dit méi 1an ddu gip gd ma nhu
quen bi€t thin thi€t bao th& ky. Ngay gidy
phiit b3 ngd diu tién ching tdi di nhin
dugc G gia dinh nay mt tinh thuong ngip

Di

M it

Pong Hanh

tran va &m 4p vo cling. Ngay hom sau chiing
t6i dugc dén ti€p anh Cuc DAt, ngudi ma
t6i rat thuong mé&n va kinh phuc qua nhitng
chia sé clia anh trén bdo Pong Hanh khi
anh nhiéu phen trén giudng bénh dAu tranh
véi it thAn ma vAn gin b6 mat thi€t véi
Thay Giésu. TAm hon anh Cuc DAt nay tht
12 hién lanh nhv d4t va thdm dim Hon
Giésu. Tuy Cuc D4t nay nghich phd nhat
trong cdc cuc nht ... Cuc Pdng, Cuc P4,
Cuc S6i v.v... Anh Cuc DAt nay ngd 1dm. Bi
xa th€ ma hanh trang cla anh tht 12 linh
kinh nao 12 mdt cdi tdi by véi ndm cdy vgt
tennis va nhiéu hop banh. Lai thém mot c4i
tii khac ling cling by do tra quy gid véi
chén trong chén tan v.v... con quan 4o gidy
v§ nita cha.

Pém dau tién tai nha tinh tim St.
Mary Immaculate Center G Northampton,
sau gidy phit hdi tim budi t6i vi moi ngudi
tir xa mdi dén, ai cling mét mdi nén chiing
t6i di ngli ngay. T6i hom sau, sau mot ngay
theo diing cac ké hoach va chuong trinh sinh
hoat ctia ban t3 chiic, sau phiit hdi tim cic
anh i toi thiic d€ “trd Am” véi cdc anh. Toi
rit thich ma “ong xa x¢&” clia t6i da qud
mét vi ham chdi tennis budi chiéu véi anh
Cuc P4t va cdc ban, di tron bd budi sinh
hoat t3i va gid chia sé kinh nghiém bén
than, tim tinh ... di ngi s6m mat rdi. Cha
1& minh bd chdng chéo queo ngii khogo &
phong ma di uéng trd mot minh, i nghiép.
Thé 1a mat di budi trd dim than thuong
trong nhitng ngay du quen biét. Pinh bung
12 ngay hom sau sé€ rd “ong xa trudng” clia
toi ciing du d€ bd khuyét cho nhitng thi vi

ngay nay.

Nhung s6 t6i chic con phéi di hop mit
nhiéu 1an nita thi méi dugc “4m tra” véi
anh Cuc P4t v cdc ban khic. C4c ban bict
khong, sudt ngdy chd véi doi, t6i dén khi
dién ki€n anh Cuc D4t, nhin dung mao anh
ta thi 0i thoi! nhu cdi mén rach. Qua that
than hinh nhd nhin cla anh Cuc DAt rii ra,
con bénh dang hanh ha anh, anh ngdi guc
ddu trude hai cdi mi ly empty thdy ma
thudng qud, x0t xa qud. Ai ai ciing lo ling
cho stic khoé ciia anh. Ay the ma sing hom
sau lai thd'y Cuc D4t tudi nhu hoa va dan
hat that tuyét vdi. Nhat 1a bai hit do anh
sang tdc Qua Tim Mdi. Mot tim khic duge
anh cd dong théu dét ding 1€n Thién Chia,
niém thuong yéu phé thdc, ciy trong, tin
tudng G Ngai. TAm tinh chi la.

Nhitng ngay hop mit nay Ia nhitng
ngay thin tién ddi vdi toi. Pugc song trong
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tinh thuong chan hoa ctia mot dai gia dinh
thuong yéu nhau that sy trong tinh Con Mot
Cha Trén Troi. Khdng nhitng trong Thanh
L&, trong gid &n ma cé trong nhitng gid hoi
hop, chia sé¢ L3i Chia hay gidy phit hdi
tAm v.v... dai gia dinh ciing quiy quin bén
nhau. Lic nao tinh thuong minh ciing cam
nhan dugc chan hoa trong mdi anh chi em.
Cha Thanh téc da nhiéu phin mudi hon tiéu
bén canh cha Tudn tré trung cdn trong
nhung vui vé, tinh cha con thim thi€t quay
quin bén nhau, hoc héi chia s, ciu nguyén,
that 12 thdnh thién, d& thuong. Cdnh 6ng
ba cha me dang hop véi cdc anh chi bén
canh cic em bé ng6i 1€ la choi trén tham,
dtta thi mét qud ldn ra ngd, dda thi man mé
mén dd choi, dira thi doc sach. Nhin cdc
chdu 1a thdy hanh phic tran ngap. Chdu
nao cling dep nhu thién thin, miim mim,
v tu. Hen chi Thay Giésu di phdn “cic
con hdy nén nhu tré nhd”. Toi ¢ tudng
tugng Thay Giésu dang nhin cdnh d6 ma
git gl mim cudi hai long. Niém vui trong
t6i ctt dang tran theo cAp sd nhan. Toi vui
qué dén do néi hai nhiéu, diia hoi qua. Xin
céc anh chi tha tht cho t6i néu toi c6 dicu
gi hoi qud 15i.

Céc em Youth Ministry thi tuyét vdi.
Khi cling cic em dy budi trao ddi clia cdc
nhém truéc hop mit, ngdi nghe cic em
Huong, YEn Xuan, Thién An va Thiy trinh
bay k€& hoach va chuong trinh s& lam trong
ba ngdy hop mit v6i hon 100 thanh thi€u
nién, vdi chi ly tirng chi ti€t mot cling nhu
nhitng ndi k&t bing nhitng chudi gidy lién
két tai tinh. Toi rat phan khéi va lac quan
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cho Gido hdi VN va tuong lai cia gido hoi
Me. Cic em rat xitng déng 12 nhitng dtta
con cung ctia Gido hdi va 1a nhitng vién
ngoc quy ctia gia dinh Pong Hanh ching
ta.

Cic em youth da diéu khién kinh sdng
va t6 chitc Thanh L& rat 12 nhip nhang va
sdu sic tuyét vdi. Cdc em gidi va ngoan
qué di thoi.

Rdi khi sinh hoat vé6i cdc anh chi trong
ban gia dinh. Thay cdc anh chi ai ciing nhiét
tinh, bi€t dwa ra nhitng k& hoach dé lo cho
cicem c6 phong riéng chdi v4i nhau, hudng
din cic em vé Kinh Thanh that tuyét vdi.
Roi nhitng k& hoach huéng din cic em 16n
vé vin dé giao ti€p vé6i xa hdi bén ngoai,
vAn dé sex, v.v... Rdi nhitng uu tw vé cdc
em sip budc vio ngudng cira hon nhén,
nhitng gia dinh dang gidp sng gid, nhitng
gia dinh d6 va, v.v...

V6i gia dinh trong tinh yéu bao boc
dd nang ctia Chda, ban di dua ra nhiéu dit
kién, goi ¥, chia s€ tAm tinh, kinh nghi¢ m
clia titng ban than, d& 1am kim chi nam, dé
mdi gia dinh 1a mot nén méng dao diic, bist
song nép song gia dinh trong Chda.

Nhin gia dinh nao cling tré trung va
tran ddy on Chda. Oi! Hanh phic!! Oi!
Tuyét vai!!

Trong long toi udc ao lam thé ndo ma
& Piic chiing t6i cling c6 sy két hgp nhitng
gia dinh va nhitng nhém tré tuyét vdi nhu
th€. Xin moi ngudi cAu nguyén cho chiing
toi.

Rdi khi hop v6i Ban Hudn Luyén, toi
lai thd'y cdc anh chi qué diéu luyén. Tl anh

Trung diéu khi€n chudng trinh budi hop dé&n
chi Mong Hing, ngudi trinh bay k& hoach
Thao Luyén Nhe Nhang (TLNN) d€ gitp
chiing ta biét song hing ngay gin b hon
véi Thiy Giésu, chi di trinh bay rit giy
gon, stic tich va 16 rang dé hiéu. Anh Hio,
anh Phan 13 nhitng ngudi déng gép nhitng
¥ kién Iam sdng té thém vin dé cho tham
dv vién rat 12 hoa hgp, khit khao, tao cho
khung cdnh sinh hoat s6i ndi va ngudi tham
du thém phin tich cyc hing say. Moi ngudi
chi méi nghe thoi ma dd ngd ¥ mudn thuc
hanh ngay tai dia phudng minh.

Tir ngay nhap trai toi da thay anh chi
em phuc vu tich cuc lo 1ing cho moi ngudi,
nhu anh Hoang, chi Phugng, anh Lap va
cdc anh chi em viing PA, ban rn tiu tit lo
ndi n chon & cho tirng tham dy vién, mot
con s khong nhd khodng 250 ngudi tham
du, trong khi phong &c trung tim hop mit
chi c6 150, phong an chi chia khoang 120
dé&n 130, th€ ma nudc non diy dd, thic in
du thira. Ngoai nhitng mén dn clia nha tinh
tam, ching t6i con dugc dn extra nhiing
mon bin thit nuéng, banh mi cha, jambon
v.v... va mi ly (dudc chi Phugng, anh Udng
cho chat hang nii & trong nha bép), lai nu
cudi ldc nao cling tuci ng trén moi, trong
nét mit va trong cd con tim nita. Toi nghi
¢6 phéi ban phuc vu da hoc dugc chiéu thirc
clia Thiy héa bénh va cd cho bao nhiéu
ngudi an khdng?

Toi cling chi tudng c6 vay thoi, khdng
ngd phong trao 13 ¢ mdt td chic to 16n vi
dai hon tdi nghi, ngoai nhitng cdng viéc toi
nhn thd'y bén trén, thit ra con hon vay nita,



56 anh chi vé tham dv 1an ndy con c6 nhitng
ciy gao cdi clia phong trao, ludn ludbn ngdm
ngim yém trg cho cudc hop mit, phong trio
can gi? Hop mit cin gi 1a ¢6 ban tay ctia
cdc anh chi d6 nhing vao d& nang.

Toi cling phai néi d&n céc anh chi Kim,
Dat, Nguyén, Hoach va mdt s anh chi em
ma tdi chuta kip bi€t tén, vi ai cling bin ron
cong viéc chung. Vi bi€t chic chdn cdc anh
chi 12 ndng c6t ciing anh Liém trudng viing
DPong Bic thuc hién thanh cong cudc hop
mit ndy, cling nhu con biét bao nhiéu ngudi
di Am thAm hy sinh ma t6i khong dugc bit
dén. Toi nghi Chia sé& trd cong cho moi
ngudi bing mot cdch riéng nao do.

V& lai Ptic mang theo nhitng Am vang
vui tuoi hanh phic cla nhitng ngay cling
anh chi em hop mit vui vdy trong tinh
thuong cia Chda, tinh thuong gitta anh chi
em v&i nhau. Nhitng budi suong mai con
ling dong trong cdy ¢, trén thdm c6 xanh,
tAt ca da quiy quin bén Chida trong 15i kinh
sdng, v6i nhitng nguyén gim boc phdt ctia
tiing ngudi, trng khudn mit, tiing em, titing
anh, titng chi.... VA véi nhitng ¥ ki€n tim
tinh trong gid chia sé, tim sy thit thin
thuong trong tirng cin phong Am ém cla
hoi trudng, ma bén ngoai trdi dang t&i dan,
that sung suéng cdm dong. ... Vi tdi da thay,
da nghe va da cdm nhan dugc tat ca.

Trong t6i that tran Ap, xin dang 18i ngoi
khen Chia va cdm on tat cd moi ngudi.

Xin cau nguyén cho nhau.

Than 4i trong Thay,
Nguyé&n Thi Tiét El
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letter from the youth coordinator

n Thu HuGng

to our

Eyoung companions

:To My Dearest Friends,

It had been over two months, and alas,
I can reflect on all that had happened this
summer—a time to reaffirm my spirituality
and to count all the blessings I received.

The first blessing ws the Pong Hanh
(DH) gathering last July. I appreciated so
much the opportunity to help prepare for
the gathering. I made many new friends
from all over the nation, online and in per-
son. Thank you for your spirit and pres-
ence.

And extra round of applause goes to
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the Youth Team members and the Love Boat
People for their endless energy (where do
you get it!) and devotion, which made the
Gathering a great success. You made my job
easy. All those involved in administration,
workshops, activities, foods, transportation,
security (for sacrificing your rest so we can
have ours) and so many others—please
know that I can go on for pages and still
cannot thank you enough. I am impressed
by your fervor and generosity. You guys
and gals did a wonderful and complete job.
My second blessing was returning to
the East Coast for the Love Boat People
Prayer Companion Retreat, led by cha
Tuan. These people gave me so much love
and friendship, I felt like a member of their
little family. We walked together, helped
each other discover our purposes. I
was humbled by knowing that
God takes each of us—re-
gardless of background,
*  motives, and insecuri-
' ties—into His embrace so
- we can know His love.
1 Through this retreat, I en-
. countered God, who has
walked beside me day by
day, on your journey to-
gether. He has sent both
you and me a lot of lov-
ing prayer companions.
“Do not be afraid, I am
o with you.”
The Midwest Re-
gion Gathering was a

s

blessing because I didn’t have to prepare
as much since the agenda was similar to the
DH gathering last July. I was impressed by
the program—from the workshops to the
Holy Rave. The purpose of Holy Night was
to develop the relationship between adults
and the youth as one family so that both
parties can understand each other’s per-
spectives, which may help resolve conflicts.
Are we willing to take the first step toward
understanding and listening to others in our
family? Are we willing to change ourselves
so that we can resolve conflicts in our fam-
ily? The open forum attempted to hear
everyone’s questions and to offer answers
that may deepen one’s relationship with his
or her family—immediate, group, and Pong
Hanh. I hope everyone discovered a
spark...perhaps we can share the radiance
this flame when we see each other again in
Denver next year.

Last, but not least, the tragedy on Sep-
tember 11th. How can one consider this a
blessing when there was so much sorrow?
Initially, I deemed the event pure evil. But
as I joined the nation to pray for the people
in New York City and Washington D.C., I
started to feel warm, which must be from
the Holy Spirit. Icanrecall the day every-
one pulled together to check on our loved
ones. On television, I saw people helping
each other, regardless if they were family
or strangers. I saw others risking their life
to help another. I saw the spirit and beliefs
of our nation growing strong. Tons of emails
had been relayed to encourage and to sup-



port praying for others. Within our
DPong Hanh family, we emailed
our friends and loved ones in the
Northeast region, to let them
know that we cared. In memory
of the lost ones, let us continue to
pray for them, and especially, for
their families. May God’s love
and comfort exist among each and
everyone of them.

Each of God’s blessings is a
gift with a meaning. I am over-
whelmed by His joy and must not
take it for granted. We need to
continue to share His blessing and
gift. Please resume and return
back to our Youth team planning
for next year. There are a lot of
activities added to our agenda,
such as the Christmas project
fundraising, World Youth Day on
July 18 — 22 of 2002 in Toronto
Canada, and the youth ministry
goals that we had set for next year.
“Goals are never achieved by just
a single player, but by a group of
players working as a team!”

Okay, let’s roll the ball
team!!! I am looking forward to
talking to you soon. May God
bless you all.

In His Love,

Tran Thu Hudng Ed

1 du an

tinh thuong

Cdc ban than mén,

V6i su hd trg va gitip d3 clia cha Pd
B4 Long, hai nhém tré Hiép Nhit va T
Phuong Pong TAm tai Montreal xin trinh
bay v6i cdc nhém tré thuoc PTPH 1 dv én,
du tinh s& bit ddu vio miia Chay nim 2001.

Miia Vong van 13 miia chuin bi dén
Chida Gidng Sinh va ciling la mua chd dgi
Thién Chia trg lai trong vinh quang. Moi
ngudi ai cling hy vong vao su tr§ lai nay.
Tuy nhién, bén canh sy chd dgi nay, vin
dang c6 nhitng mong chd khac: bao nhiéu
ban tré trén qué huong dang sng trong
nghéo déi, thi€u thon, vin ludn trong chd
suf gitip d& vé vat chit tir nhitng ngudi anh
em may min hon ho, d& c6 thé chiu dung
nhitng d6i kém hang ngay!

D€ c6 thé chudn bi tim hon cho mua
Vong, ddng thdi c6 thé 1am mot cdi gi cu
thé dé gitip d3 nhitng ban tré thi€u may
mén ndy, cdc nhém tré tai Montreal xin phat
dong chuong trinh: “Nhitng ddng xu cho
mdt ddi u t8i”. Chuong trinh s& bit diu vio
Chia Nhat thit nhat miia Vong va két thic
vao Chia Nhat Phuc Sinh 2002, v6i muc
tiéu cAt giif vi 1am ddy 1 chai COKE biing
nhitng ddng xu.

D&i v6i mdi ngudi ching ta, 1 dong
xu that khong ddng ké vi ching mua dugc
gl va do6i khi chi lam ning tdi. Nhung cic
ban nghi sao néu tui minh d& danh nhitng
xu nay cho cdc ban ngheo trén qué huong
Viét Nam? Cung lam véi nhau chic chidn
tui minh s& gom dugc 1 s8 tién kha 16n. Va
hon nita, v6i nhitng ngudi ban thi€u may
min, ddy c6 1& 12 ca 1 kho tang cho ho!

Tui ndy xin mdi mdi nhém mua 1 chai
Coke v6i gid 99 xu, ddng xu con lai ctia 1
ddng di bé ra xin cho vao chai (sau khi da
uong xong!). Pay 1a 1 cdch d€ bt dau
chuong trinh. Sau d6, vio mdi lan hop
nhém, xin cdc ban mdi ngudi mang d&n
nhitng ddng 1 xu d3 gom gép, bd vao chai
Coke nay. Muc ti€u cla chiing ta 13, tir miia
Vong cho dén Phuc Sinh, sé gom dudc
khodng 100,000 dong xu ma mdi chai sé
c¢6 thé chita dugc. P&n mua Phuc Sinh,
chiing ta s& tong két s§ tién thu dugc va
glti ngan phi€u (xin ditng glti nhitng chai
Coke diy xu!) cho anh Vitor Bao Long Tran.
Sau khi tong k&t thi s¢ tién nay s& chuyén
cho Cha Pd B4 Long va Cha sé& gtti s6 tién
nhan dudc tir cdc nhém dén cdc ban ngheo
va khuy@&t tat & VN.

Xin cdc ban nghi d€n nhitng ban
ngheo mdi khi gom gép nhitng xu nay. Y
nghia chinh ctia chuong trinh dugc 1dng vao
hinh 4nh khiém nhutng cla nhitng dong
xu khong c6 nhiéu gid tri. Chiing ta khong
cAn cAt gift nhitng tim gidy 5, 10 dong hay
ngay ca nhitng ddng 25 xu. Nhitng tAm gidy
10, 20 hay 100 ddng lai cang khong c6 ¥
nghia! Nhom tré viing Canada xin m&i cdc
ban tré DH va cdc anh chi 16n trong Phong
Trao cung tham gia vao chuong trinh nay.
Cdc nhém nao ¢6 y dinh tham dy xin gui
email cho tui nay, nhd dé chiing ta s& c6
thé giif lién lac va chia xé nhitng sinh hoat
lién quan d&€n chuong trinh nay véi nhau, 2
tudn 1 1an, trén 1 web page.

Xin Chtia chiic lanh cho chuong trinh
lam viéc cla chiing con!
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Brothers and sisters in Christ,

We, the young PH groups from
Montreal, Canada, with the total support of
Father Do Ba Long wish to present a project
that we would like to build with all of the
youth in DH. This project will start on the
first day of Advent.

As you may know, Advent Season is
approaching. Advent is the preparation time
for Christmas but also the active hope of the
return of the Christ in glory. Hoping for His
return, that is what all of us is waiting! How-
ever, before His return will happen, other
people are also waiting for something else:
Young people in Vietname are living in mis-
ery and are waiting for us more fortunate
to help them overcome their misery!

That’s why we invite all of you to par-
ticipate in the project “100000 pennies to
set free a misery”. The project will start on
the first day of Advent and will continue
until Easter day. Each participating group
will fill a bottle of Coke with pennies.

A penny is nothing for us. A penny can
hardly buy anything but rather only weigh
down our wallet. What will happen if we
keep that penny for some young people who
live in misery? I guaranty that we would get
an interesting amount if we put it all to-
gether! Far more, our brothers and sisters
in need will see it as an exceptional trea-
sure!

For that matter, we would like that
each DH Youth group to buy a bottle of
COKE at 99 cents with a dollar. You will
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then put the remaining penny in the bottle
(after you drink all of it!). This will be our
way to start the project. Our goal? Raise
100,000 pennies for Easter.

We would like that each time you find
a penny, you have a thought for the young
people who are living in misery and are
waiting for someone to help them overcome
their daily misery. That’s why we only ac-
cept PENNIES in Coke bottle. The whole
meaning of this project is to focus on those
little tiny pennies! We wont accept pieces
of 5, 10, 25 cents, nor loonies, nor toonies,
not even a 5, 10, 50, 100, 1000 dollar bill!

At each of your meeting, bring all the
pennies you found and put them in your
group COKE bottle. A bottle could contain
around $100. But, again, don’t put anything
but pennies in that bottle or you will miss
the real meaning of this project.

Finally, on Easter, when your group
will meet, take the bottle or all the bottles
you have filled and count all the pennies.
Send a check with the amount you raised to
Vitor Bao Long Tran. With the amount re-
ceived Father Do Ba Long, S.S.S. will then
send to help young orphans and disabled
children.

What you have to do to participate to
the project

- Send us your group email. We will
register your group to the discussion board
that we will set for the project. You will thus
know all the latest news of the project.

- Buy a bottle for your group and fill it
with pennies while keeping your thought for

our brothers and sisters who are unfortu-
nate

Periodically, we would update you by
Internet (through our Website or by e-
group): there will be activities and/or reflec-
tions that will help nourish the project dur-
ing its lifetime.

So, find all pennies that are hidden at
home, in the car, etc. Know that each time
you are buying something; you could get
up to 4 pennies! Don’t forget, for our sis-
ters and brothers who live in misery, a penny
could mean an end to their misery!

This project is not only for us, DH-
Youth! Invite all your friends to participate
in this project: colleagues at works, friends
from school, your family, etc ...

We ask you to pray for this project and
thank in advance to all of you who will par-
ticipate.

May the Lord helps us to reach the
goal He want for His project!

Please feel free to contact us at:
smsnmn @yahoogroups.com

You can check us out at the website:
http://go.to/100Kpennies




Mes chers freres et s urs dans le Christ,

Nous, les groupes de jeunes DH de
Montréal, Canada avec I’aide et le support
du pere Do Ba Long aimerions vous faire
part d’un projet que nous voulions mettre
sur pied avec vous tous, jeunes amis de PH
a travers le monde. Ce projet débutera le
premier jour de I’ Avent.

En effet, la période de 1’Avent va
bient6t commencer. L’ Avent, c’est la
préparation a la célébration de Noél mais
aussi attente active du retour du Christ en
gloire. Espérer le retour du Christ. Voila ce
que nous espérons tous! Mais en attendant
sa venue, beaucoup aussi esperent autre
chose: les jeunes a travers le monde qui
vivent dans la misere et qui attendent I’aide
des plus munis comme nous pour surmonter
leur misere!

C’est pourquoi, nous vous invitons a
participer dans le projet: «Cent mille sous
noirs pour une misere noire». Ce projet
débute des la premiere journée de I’ Avent
et finit & PAques. Il consistera a ramasser
des sous noirs pour remplir une bouteille
de COKE.

Pour nous, un sou ne vaut pas
beaucoup. Nous ne pouvons plus vraiment
acheter quoi que ce soit avec un sou et c’est
encombrant dans nos portefeuilles.
Cependant, imaginons-nous ce qui se passe
si chacun de nous décidons de garder ce sou
pour les jeunes qui vivent dans la misere!
Je vous garantis une grosse somme Si nous
le mettions tout ensemble! Et davantage,

pour nos freres et s™urs les plus démunis,
ce sera un trésor exceptionnel!

Nous aimerions donc que chaque
groupe achete une bouteille de COKE a 99
sous avec 1 dollar et que le sou restant est
mis dans la bouteille (apres avoir fini la
bouteille, bien entendu!). Ce sera notre
facon de commencer ce projet. Notre
objectif? Atteindre les 100,000 sous noirs
pour Paques.

Nous voulons qu’a chaque fois que
nous trouvons un sou noir, NOus pensons ces
jeunes dans la misere qui n’attendent de
I’aide afin de surmonter leur misére
quotidienne. C’est pour cela que nous ne
voulons que des SOUS NOIRS
SEULEMENT et que toute la signification
du projet porte autour de ces minuscules
sous noirs! Nous ne voulons pas ni des
pieces de 5, 10, 25 cent ni des pieces de 1,
2 dollars et encore moins des papiers de
5,10,50, 100, 1000 dollars.

A chacune de vos rencontres de
groupe, apportez vos sous noirs et mettez-
les dans la bouteille de COKE de votre
groupe. Une bouteille peut contenir a peu
pres 100 $. Mais, encore une fois, ne mettez
que des sous noirs sinon vous perdez la vraie
signification de ce projet.

Finalement, a Paques, lors de votre
rencontre en groupe, prenez la ou les
bouteilles que vous aurez remplies et
comptez les sous. Envoyer un cheque au
montant que vous avez recueilli a Vitor Bao
Long Tran. Il enverra ensuite au pere Do
Ba Long, S.S.S. et cet argent au Vietnam

pour aider les jeunes orphelins et
handicapés.

Ce que vous devez faire pour
participer a ce projet?

- Envoyez-nous le email de votre
groupe. Nous pourrons alors vous
enregistrer notre groupe de discussions pour
ce projet et ainsi vous mettre au courant des
dernieres nouvelles.

- Acheter une bouteille par groupe et
le remplir de sous noirs, tout en ayant une
penSe pour nos fréres et soeurs démunis.

Périodiquement, nous vous tiendrons
au courant de ce qui se passe par le biais de
I’Internet (page Web et e-group): des
activités ou des réflexions pour nourrir ce
projet durant toute la durée de celui-ci.

Alors ...

Ramassons donc tous ces sous noirs
qui traynent chez nous, dans la voiture, etc.
Sachez qu’en faisant des achats pensez que
vous pouvez avoir jusqu’a 4 sous noirs!
N’oubliez pas: pour nos fréres et Surs dans
la misere, ce sou noir peut bien mettre fin a
leur misere noire!

Ce projet n’est pas seulement pour les
jeunes de DPH! Invitez vos amis a participer
a ce projet: que ce soit les collegues de tra-
vail, les amis a I’école, votre famille, etc...

Nous demandons vos prieres pour que
le projet aboutisse a terme.

Que le Seigneur nous aide dans son
projet!
El
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‘'n Nguyé&n

:is God calling You?

“What do you want
to be when you grow up?”’ That was the
question that I heard a through my life grow-
ing up. I heard it at home, at school and
basically everywhere else that I went.
remember answering the question based on
what mood [ was in during that time period
of my life. I remember wanting to be a
teacher, a firefighter, a marine biologist (at
that time I referred to that field as “a per-
son who swims with and studies the little
fish”). Being from Colorado where the
National Western Stock Show comes every
year, I even wanted to be a rodeo cowboy.
Never though, did I ever answer that [
wanted to become a priest. Those words
would never have come out of my mouth.
My family may have encouraged me to be-
come a priest but I would give them funny
looks and say something like, “Me? Be-
come a priest? Yeah right! You must be out
of your mind to become a priest. They must
have had a boring life or no friends. Thatis
why they became priests. I, on the other
hand, have a very interesting and entertain-
ing life. Along with that, I have a lot of
friends, too many to count.”

It went on like that for a long time. |
had that idea implanted in my head. When
I think of priests, I think “No Life, No
Friends”, until one fateful day during the
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Pope’s visit to Denver during World Youth
Day 1993, I was approached by a few
priests. They asked me if I was interested
in becoming a priest. I couldn’t help but
laugh. The priests were confused but then
again, I think they knew why I was laugh-
ing because on of them then told me, “Yeah,
it may be funny at first, but once you actu-
ally think about it and know what the story
is, it will turn out to be more of a blessing
for your entire life than something that will
tickle your funny bone for a few seconds.”
He then gave me a little pamphlet and told
me to read it when I got the chance. They
handed it to me and walked away. Ilooked
down at the bright yellow pamphlet and saw
in bold black letters, “Is God Calling You?”
That question lingered in my mind all
throughout the World Youth Day event. It
left a little funny feeling inside of me. It
was very strange. Then came Sunday, the
final day of the event. After closing mass,
there was going to be an event where the
Pope would have a special visit with the
Vietnamese Catholics. I remember sitting
not too far away from where the Pope was
going to be. It was just a few rows away
from the stage. The energy in the room was
indescribable. There was constant cheer-
ing and singing. Everyone had huge smiles

which stretched from ear to ear on their
faces. It was powerful. When the Pope ar-
rived, the cheers in the room was so loud, I
was surprised the roof didn’t collapsed.
About fifteen minutes after the pope’s ar-
rival, the crowd calmed down. The program
was beginning. Several people came up
and welcomed the Pope and the Vietnam-
ese Community. There was also a few other
keynote speakers. Finally, it was the Pope
turn to talk to the Vietnamese Community.
Part of his speech was in Vietnamese. I
couldn’t believe it. The Pope was speak-
ing Vietnamese. That was awesome. Dur-
ing his speech, I was sitting there in awe. [
was in the same room with the coolest and
holiest man in the whole world. All of a
sudden, I here the Pope ask the question,
“Is God calling you?” I immediately re-
membered the pamphlet that the priests had
given to me earlier in the week. I remem-
ber tuning everyone around me out. The
room was quiet. It was like the Holy Father
and I was having a one on one conversa-
tion. He said that you need to look deep
inside your heart to answer this question.
Everyone has a calling to fulfill God’s work,
but some of us get the special calling to be-
come the Helpers in God’s vineyard. I was
thirteen at the time so I didn’t fully under-
stand what that meant.

For the next year, [ was trying to an-
swer the question and at the same time, in-



terpret what the Holy Father was talking
about. Then one day, I thought that maybe
my calling is to become that Helper in God’s
vineyard. Maybe God wants me
to...become a priest. What? Itcan’tbe. This
isn’t happening, I thought. No not me. I
stopped thinking about it for a few months
until National Youth Day 1994. It was kind
of the same thing as World Youth Day but
only smaller. It was during our break time
that I found the opportunity to walk around
and look at the little booths that they have
set up. They were selling food and souve-
nirs. At the end of the row of booths was
this little booth where two priests were sit-
ting. Ilook at them and their booth to see
what they were selling. They weren’t sell-
ing anything. There was just a whole bunch
of stacks of paper on the table. One paper
caught my eye. It was a bright yellow pam-
phlet that had in bold black letters, “Is God
Calling You?” I was in shock. I haven’t
thought about that question for the past few
months. Now, here it is again. Ilooked up
at the priests, and of course, it was the same
two priests that had given me the pamphlet
the year before at World Youth Day. They
then looked at me and remembered me too.
“I remember you. You were the one that
laughed when we asked you if you were
interested in becoming a priest” How in
the world could they have remembered me,
I thought. The two priests then introduced
themselves to me. They told me they were
from the Legionaries of Christ in Hartford
Connecticut. Istood there and we began to

talk for a little while. I got to know a little
about them and they got to know a little
about me. I found out that one of the priests
was the best soccer player at the seminary.
I thought to myself, “What? Priests play
soccer? How funny is that?” After telling
me a little more about the seminary, my pre-
conceived notions about priests began to
disappear. Ihad a new picture of priest in
my mind. It was almost time to return to
the program so they asked me for my phone
number and address. I gave it to them not
thinking that they were going to contact me.

A few months after, the “soccer play-
ing” priest gave me a call. We talked for
about two hours. He really got to know me
and my needs. I got to know him and his
role at the seminary. It was strange. [ was
having a conversation that I would never
have had with anyone else, not even my
parents. Of all people, I was having this
conversation with a priest. That conversa-
tion then led to several other conversations
which then led to a visit to the seminary. It
was Easter of 1995. I spent Holy week at
the seminary in Connecticut. Boy was I in
for a real journey. Ifollowed a seminarian
around and experienced what he did at the
seminary. It was the hardest week of my
life. I was used to relaxing and having fun,

even when I was in school. This was like
Priest Boot Camp. Everything was so strict
and conservative. Icouldn’t handle it. Ev-
ery night, [ remember praying to God to get
me out of that place. The experience was
finally over. I was on my way home. A few
weeks later, the priest gave me a call and
asked me about my experience there. 1told
him that I didn’t want to become a priest. |
told him that I wasn’t comfortable at the
seminary. Everyone acted like they were
soldiers. It was too formal and strict for me.
He then told me to not fully discard the idea
of becoming a priest. He informed me that
not all seminaries are the same. I just have
to research and see what seminary [ would
most feel comfortable with. He checked up
on me for the next couple of years, and it
would be the same thing every time. [ would
tell him that I haven’t been looking and that
I don’t think that it was my calling to be-
come a priest.

After my visit to the Legionary of
Christ, I had asked one of my aunts to be
my godparent for my Confirmation. At that
time, I was still in Thieu Nhi. My aunt
agreed. After confirmation, I dropped out
of Thieu Nhi. Because of that, my aunt
made me follow her to a Linh Thao meet-
ing. I couldn’t stand it. It was two hours
every other Saturday evening where old
people (I was fifteen and the people there
were in their twenties and thirties) would
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come together, turn off the lights, light
candles, read the bible, talk and talk and
talk and cry and talk some more. It was
torture for me. I was forced to go for about
two years. I didn’t like it at all. T would
always tell my aunt that it was torture and
that I wanted out. She didn’t let me quit.
She then organized a retreat and asked me
to come. It was a Come and See with a
priest named Do Ba Long. It was a totally
new and spiritual experience for me. It was
pretty strange. I actually enjoyed myself
there. I learned a lot too. During the re-
treat, I remember cha Long asking us to
close our eyes during the closing mass.
Then he asked us, “Is God Calling You? If
you are thinking of dedicating your life to
serve God, raise your hand.” I didn’t raise
my hand. I wasn’t going to become a priest
so there was no need to raise my hand. Af-
ter the retreat cha Long gave me his email
address and we contacted each other back
and forth. I was then elected to be one of
the executive council members for our
newly formed group, Ban Mai - Denver. [
was a little skeptical of this new appoint-
ment. What do I have to contribute to the
group. All well, “I accept the mission.” How
was I supposed to know that this acceptance
was going to change the way that I look at
life. Well, we got the group established.
Meanwhile, cha Long heard of my previ-
ous discernment period and so he offered
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to send me some information about his
seminary. Although I am still waiting for
that packet of information...Cha Long did
encourage me to discover my calling in the
mean time. It was quite for a while...a long
while, two years to be exact.

It was at the Dong Hanh Youth Gath-
ering in Kansas City in 1999 where the sub-
jectcame up again. I got to the retreat cen-
ter and walked through the doors. Ilooked
around and didn’t see anyone I knew. I
began to register. All of a sudden, I hear
“Tuan, I thought you were going to be a
priest.” It was Cha Long shouting down at
the other end of the hall. We hugged and
that was it with Cha Long’s part that week-
end at the gathering. That night, we had
ice breakers. A few people approached me
and asked if [ was a seminarian. I told them
no, and I asked them what made them think
that [ was a seminarian. Their answer was
that I fit the “profile” of a Tha™'y. Interest-
ing I thought. All well, it was only a few
people...or so I thought. During that whole
weekend, everyone confused me for a
“thdy”. Chi Dat, anh Hung, thdy Hiing, ev-
eryone. My nickname was Thay thanks to
a special someone from the Kansas City

group and the few people that accompanied
me on this trip from Denver. That nickname
followed me all the way home. My nick-
name now in Denver continues to be Thay.
At first, I didn’t feel too comfortable with
the name. Everyone was telling me, maybe
it was a sign for me to become a priest. [
don’t know. That idea wasn’t that appeal-
ing to me. After a while, that name grew
on me. It also caused me to think more
about the question that I have yet to answer,
“Is God Calling You?”

By the November of 1999, our group
had an election for a new executive coun-
cil. Instead of having three representatives,
we decided to have a president and a vice
president. I pleaded with my group to not
vote for me. I had enough with the execu-
tive council stuff. I just wanted to be a mem-
ber. Well, the plead didn’t work because I
was elected president. I had no choice but
to accept. I had no idea that this new term
will be the most life changing experience
of my life. The group began to deteriorate
and [ was beginning to lose hope. I looked
around for help but help was no where to
be found locally. The adult group didn’t
care. Their philosophy was that if we sur-
vived, okay, if our group died, maybe it was
meant to be. Our group went from thirty
members to about five members overnight.
I'then started to look to the other Dong Hanh
Youth groups in the US for help. The only
group that responded to me was the Love



Boat in Maryland. They treated our prob-
lem as though it was their problem. They
started to give me advice and encourage-
ment for the next few months. That was
the first time that I felt the importance and
the impact the Dong Hanh movement had.
I mean, here is a group that has their own
problems to worry about, but they tempo-
rarily put the problems aside to help a group
that just formed and they didn’t even know.
Now that is what you call God’s love.

Ban Mai - Denver then lived up to its
name. Ban Mai is the sunrise of a new day,
a new beginning. That was exactly what
happened. We started a new beginning.
From that point on, our group began to re-
gain our status as a stable group. During
the journey of recovery, I believe that God
has worked through me and through others
that have helped our group. 1began to feel
God’s presence growing inside of me. Ei-
ther that or it has always been there, I just
never took time to notice. Our group is now
four years old and we are stronger then
ever. During the journey of rebuilding the
group, I began to learn more about myself
and my capabilities as a person. I grew
more patient and understanding. I also was
more willing to help others out. I am more
willing to put myself aside and help others.
Maybe I finally found the answer to my
question, “Is God Calling Me?” I began to
think a lot more about the possibility of me
becoming a priest. I wasn’t comfortable
telling others about my vocation yet though.

In May of 2001, our group had our first

retreat since the first Come and See in 1997.
It was a Come and See for our new mem-
bers. We wanted to share our roots with the
new members. I asked cha Long if I could
help out and be one of the group leaders.
He said yes. Again, I didn’t know what I
was getting myself into. During that week-
end, I felt the most spiritual but chaotic feel-
ing [ have ever felt. It was a very powerful
weekend. I mean, I went to a Come and
See before so I kind of knew what was go-
ing to happen. Ididn’t know that the expe-
rience as a retreat leader was going to be
different from being a retreat member. That
feeling of calmness lingered inside of me
lasted for a day or two. Ididn’treally try to
figure out why I was feeling this way. Then,
I received an email from a person in my
group. He asked me about my “calling”.
We started to email back and forth talking
about our “calling”. After talking to him for
a few emails, I then knew that maybe this
was “the call”. Everything that I had felt
before fell more into place and I began to
experience more inner peace and confi-
dence. I decided to accept the possibility
of me becoming a priest...was I really think-
ing that? Yes, I was. It wasn’tuntil recently
a few weeks ago when I opened myself up
and shared my thoughts to a priest at the
Divine Word Missionary (Dong Ngbi Ldi).
He emailed me back and told me that based
on my sharing, I do have a calling. Cool, I

have finally accepted my call. Although it
is not a definite 100% kind of thing, it is an
80 or 85% acceptance.

Then came the Dong Hanh Gathering
2001 in Allentown, Pennsylvania. I was a
part of the youth team. I was part of the
team that was going to lead the workshop
at the gathering. The workshop that [ was a
part of was the Leadership and Group Dy-
namics workshop. One of the activities that
we did was that we asked individual group
leaders to share their experience as a group
leader. After almost everyone shared, it was
my turn to share. This was when I decided
to put my courage to the test. I shared my
experiences and then added the fact that
Dong Hanh and Ban Mai - Denver helped
me open doors to discover my calling to be
a priest. There, I said it. The room then
filled with applause and cheering before I
even get to think about what I had just done.
[ was proud of myself. I actually shared it
to someone else besides the priest from
Divine Word. I shared it with my
family...my Dong Hanh Youth Family.

After the workshop, I was constantly
greeted with congratulations. It was like
everyone heard me and they remembered.
That made me feel very special. They made
me feel accepted. Everyone accepted me
and my news. That caused me to accept
my calling a little more. I am now up to
95%. 1am getting there. I am almost able
to fully answer the question. Better yet, I
am almost ready to say, “God Is Calling
Me!” El
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Ha Vy, Phil, M§ Ngoc,
Martin & Viét

Day 1

Many people of all ages traveled far
to come to the Mary Immaculate Center in
Northampton, Pennsylvania, for the D6ng
Hanh Youth gathering. Despite the se-
cluded location, we all managed to find the
center. The Mary Immaculate Center is im-
mense, and truly immaculate to its name.
More than 250 people registered, which
made this the largest Dong Hanh gathering
in history. Everyone came for different rea-
sons: to search for God, to take refuge from
daily life’s troubles, to make new friends,
to catch up with old ones, to participate in
fun activities, or simply to spend some time
with God.

Upon arrival, we had mixed emo-
tions—nervousness, anxiety, and excite-
ment. The newcomers might have felt out
of place, but the Pong Hanh family em-
braced them to try to make them feel at
home.

The first order of business was intro-
ducing all the Linh Thao groups present. We
learned that people came from all over the
U.S. and Canada and that two persons even
traveled from Germany. Cha Thanh came
all the way from Rome. Wow! They must
think that Dong Hanh is such a great family
to have traveled this far to be with us.

We were blessed with pleasant
weather, so we had mass outside that day.
The mass was different from the usual mass
in that everyone had a candle—a represen-
tation of us as one in Christ. Also, instead
of Cha reading the Gospel, a woman read
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it and children acted it out. This captured
our attention and helped us focus and un-
derstand the Gospel better. The kids from
the group Nazareth did a great job. Good
Job gang!!

Later, the youth held a meeting in the
green room. Here we broke into our regions.
Prior to retrieving into our families, though,
rules about behavior and prohibitions were
discussed. After signing an agreement con-
tract, we went off in our new, little families.
In our families, we got to know each other
and realized that we were alike even though
our accents were different. We opened our-
selves up to strangers who quickly became
our close friends.

DH2001 memories

Day 2

Quang started the day with an enthu-
siastic performance of magic tricks. After
Quang “awakened” us, the morning prayer
calmed our spirits so that we can start the
journey. After praying outside, the youths
and the adults separated into two tracks to
attend the first workshop.

The topic was family: immediate,
groups, and the big Pong Hanh family. The
introductory skit featured an Oscar-deserv-
ing performance by Martin in the role of
God. The skit achieved its purpose—to
help the youth relax and feel comfortable.
After the skit, one of the youth leaders,
Hoang Dung, shared her inspiring story as
a witness to Christ, which united us as the
proud youth of Pong Hanh.

The workshops stimulated people to
share and to listen, which helped bond us
even more in our little family. One of the
main points was that our contributions—no
matter how great or small—were crucial in
our Pong Hanh family. The analogy used
in the Family Workshop was that God is our
father in Heaven; Pong Hanh is our foster
parent on Earth; our individual groups are
the children of Pong Hanh; and we are the
blood and the vitality of those children. As
a result, our roles and contributions were
important to our groups and to the Pdng
Hanh family as a whole. The workshop
ended on an exciting note with a FAMILY
cheer inspired by the 1999 Youth Gather-
ing in Kansas City: “Forget about me, I love
you!”



The second workshop focused on mis-
sion. In the slideshow, Thién An told us
about the early adventures and challenges
of Dong Hanh (I think Thién An was the
only person awake during the slideshow.
Justkidding). We learned about our history,
which made seeing our future’s mission
clearer. Each group presented our view, and
although each mission statement was dif-
ferent, by and large, we had a similar goal
for our mission statement—to deepen our
faith and to share it with others. Cha Tuan
advised, let us keep the mission statement
in our hearts so that we can live and breathe
it until it is ingrained in us, and we become
one with it.

At night, we held mass inside. The
mass was special because it was dedicated
to three couples celebrating their 25th an-
niversary. The homily was shared by two
members of the youth group in Pong Hanh.
They shared about their life-changing ex-
periences, about belonging to a family, and
about Pdng Hanh changing their lives
through unconditional love. Mass ended
with us singing “Our God is an Awesome
God” and doing the hand motions to go
along with it.

We had more skits, which were all
entertaining, funny, and realistic to some
degree. The skits presented values such as
unity, love, and ethical beliefs. The north-
east region presented a talk show and imi-
tated facilitators in a half-mocking, half-
humorous manner, but each mock-facilita-

tor told a story that described a positive thing
they received from their group. In another
skit, all the members dressed up as nuns
wearing trash bags and singing the theme
song from Sister Act. The southwest region
presented how each member’s talents and
skills allowed them to be instruments of
God. While a woven moral in each act was
present, it was also laid back and entertain-
ing. While the contents of each presenta-
tion were different, a similar message was
etched throughout each: unity.

Between the skits, we had auctions to
benefit the Pong Hanh retreat program.
Items such as artwork and books were up
for bidding. A trademark Pong Hanh ban-
ner was sold for over $200. Even during
auctions, one can sense the aura of love and
care that surged through the room as the
bidding proceeded. JP bade and bought a
box of cigars for $70 and gave it to the chap-
lain of Pong Hanh Youth, cha Long. The
night ended with Phiit Hoi TAm which re-
capped the events of the day. The event
lasted about 3+ hours and after the night
prayer, everyone was ready to hit the sack.

Day 3

We started the day with a morning
prayer, led by cha Thanh, and the topic was
friendship. Cha distinguished true friends
from acquaintances as “ban chi than” vs.
“ban thudng.” Friendship in the beginning
can be simple and unfocused, but as time
goes on, the friendship should have Christ
as the center. Such a friendship will be a
treasure for all parties involved.

Atnoon, the youth and the adult group
congregated to sing and share their experi-
ences over the past few days. We ended
the day with mass. To keep in touch with
our new friends in Christ, we exchanged
emails and phone numbers, and promised
to keep in touch.

That’s all folks!!!
By Group Memories,
Ha Vy, Trin Phil, Trin M§ Ngoc,

Martin—Clam Chowder,
Viét—LoveBoat Ed

T B—
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Chiéu Giang

All the pharmacists had advised that
immediately after my Board Exam, I should
take a vacation. Because, they urged, the
two and a half months waiting for the re-
sults will be the most agonizing period of
my life. And after four years of much stress
and prayers and six months of “no-life,” |
deserved a break. Either that or get mar-
ried, they concluded.

They were right. Studying for the
Board Exam tested my will and discipline
(not to mention faith) to the max, only to—
ultimately—rob the best of me. [ will spare
DPdng Hanh readers the details of the
exam’s effect on my self-esteem. Let’s just
say that after the exam, I started praying
for a miracle, something I had prayed for
only once.

So I appreciated the pharmacists’ good
intentions, except I neither took a vacation
nor got married. Instead, I volunteered at
Nhan Hoa Comprehensive Health Clinic in
Garden Grove, California.

Nhan Hoa, which literally means “har-
mony among the people,” is a non-profit
organization funded by the State and
County to provide health care services to
the indigent population in Orange County.
Nhéin Hoa was founded in 1992 by a group
of Vietnamese professionals, as a response
to the needs of the under-served popula-
tion. Most of the patients were Vietnam-
ese but sometimes we had non-Vietnamese
patients too.

The 150-square-feet pharmacy was
located inside the clinic. The pharmacy
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Nhan Hoa

Health Clinic

for the sick

employed one part-time pharmacist and two
licensed technicians. Both technicians had
been professional health care providers in
Vietnam: Badc Cudng was a medical doctor
and C6 Lién was a licensed pharmacist.
Bédc Cudng and C6 Lién were knowledge-
able and invaluable...like a thesaurus.

I spent half a day in the pharmacy
about once or twice each week. I helped
process, dispense, and counsel patients on
their prescriptions. Geez, sounds just like
working in any pharmacy, no?

Perhaps, but Nhdn Hoa was unique.
The morale at Nhan Hoa was unlike all
other places I worked at before. The
humble doctors treated the medical assis-
tants and the ancillary staff well. They did
not order; they asked politely. They did not
strut down the hall; they trod gently. They
did not frown or grumble when they were
tired; they merely rubbed their eyes and
said they needed an extra cup of coffee at
lunch. The medical assistants were consis-
tently kind, amiable, and patient. One
adorned our front office and pharmacy with
fresh roses from her garden weekly. The
co-director and accountant even brought us
donuts, beef jerky, and pastries to rejuve-
nate us.

At my previous jobs with the big re-
tail pharmacies, when I made a mistake,
everyone knew because I had interrupted
the dispensing process. Patients now got
their medications in 16 minutes instead of
15 as we had told them. AtNhén Hoa, when
[ typed a mistake, I was patted on the back

Y

and was reassured that it was okay to just
editthe file. Every time I selected the cor-
rect drug manufacturer (my weakness)
when typing the prescriptions, Bic Cudng
congratulated me. Every time I was stuck,
I called out, “Béac Cudng, [ need you!” And
Bédc Cudng appeared instantly with a re-
sounding, “Yes ma’am!”

But, argh, the patients at Nhan Hoa.
Alas, I know what they all meant when, in
school, they harped at us, “It’s the patients
who matter.”

At the big chain retail pharmacies,
patients accused me of overcharging them,
of conspiring with the insurance companies
when a medication was not covered. Or,
after waiting 10 minutes and despite see-
ing us scurrying like headless chickens in
the pharmacy, they still demanded to know
why their prescriptions were not ready yet.
Their countenances and tone were rarely
pleasant. Every phone call and every “I
want to see the pharmacist” became an un-
wanted distraction. Once a patient loudly
accused me of causing his high blood pres-
sure, and in response to my suppressed
chuckle (my odd way of responding to cri-
sis), he threatened to report me to the man-
ager. Despite my silent chant, “Be kind,
Giang. Look for Jesus in this person. Be
kind, Giang. Look for Jesus...,” Cai D& Sg!
emerged from the abyss of UCI days, and
I shamefully thought, “You can have a
stroke now, and I wouldn’t care.” Patients
were so demanding, so ungrateful, and so
quick to blame. And, I, regretfully, often



responded according to their temperaments.

The patients at Nhin Hoa, though scanty in health, were gener-
ous with compliments and smiles. Every patient left the clinic with
gratitude. I selfishly desired their compliments and smiles so I put
my rickety Vietnamese to practice (of course, I relied more on ges-
tures and facial expressions). When time permitted, I insisted that a
patient showed me how she used her inhaler. I discussed dietary rec-
ommendations with a diabetic patient. I reminded patients with high
blood pressure to walk 30 minutes each day for most days of the week
and to cut back on fried and salty foods. And that was how I slowly
retrieved and implemented my training. I had yet to get a Vietnam-
ese male patient to quit smoking though... .

Despite our big sign on the window, “XIN MIEN TANG QUA,”
patients still wanted to give us gifts. Once, we dispensed medications
to a well-known Vietnamese folklore singer, and she thanked us by
giving us free CDs. [didn’t know about the other workers, but I quickly
slipped the CD into my bag to take home for my mother. Another
time, we had to plead to a patient to refrain from bringing us gifts
after she revealed her intention of doing so.

I didn’t know if we could heal them all, but the momentary twin-
kling in their eyes, deepening of wrinkles, and toothless smiles of
may cu gia as they thanked us whispered in my ear that perhaps, we
were...in some immeasurable degree.

For the majority of my week, I was working at the hospital or
from home for a consulting firm. No matter how wearisome work
was during the week, I still rewarded myself by spending a few morn-
ings at Nhin Hoa.

The days I hung out at Nhan Hoa were the happiest days of my
week. I was more energetic when [ was at Nhan Hoa. Ilearned to
value my clinical knowledge and skills, something I had deemed
meaningless after taking the Board Exam. I could feel that my pres-
ence and efforts were appreciated. Most importantly, whenever [
looked up, I was reminded that health care was still a noble profes-
sion.

I suppose Nhan Hoa Clinic was not just for the sick, but for the
healthy as well. E1

Giot Mua
Nguyen Do Quyén

Puding trudng con budc 1é than giy
Tim lanh hon hoang trong gié may
Tinh Ngai chgt dén trong xuin mdi
Am 4p hdn con tim ngit ngdy

Con van kién tAm, vin budc di
DAu cho mua rét, gié thim thi
Hon con y&u dudi, loai chim bé
So rd cdnh mém, mua w6t mi

Con van say sua cAt ti€ng ca

Dau bao dém thitc ngdm tring nga
Hoa ¢ tring sao, lan gié mat
Vitng tAm trong Chda, tinh thiét tha

Ra di gieo lda trong ngdm ngui

S€ git trong tudi sdng rdn vui

Chda nhu vat ning hong soi 16i
Hudng din, ddng hanh; con budc vui

than tidng tdt cd moi nguoi,
ddc biét cdc anh chi Pong Hanh.

q .ﬂ:'-.-_,.
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2. L
op mat vu

This was a telephone conversation illegally
taped to serve one purpose—informing our
readers the honest facts. This has been tran-
scribed verbatim from the tape for Dong
Hanh Journal.

Date: Tuesday, October 2, 2001
Time: 1:45 AM.

Tric (in her NOLA accent): Feedback from
my group, the game shows was one of the
most memorable moments of the HMVTT
(Hop Mét Vung Trung Tay). From “Family
Feud” to “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire,”
they said it kept them amused, awake, and
focused on the subject.

Tram: The game shows were good, and I
think KC teens really enjoyed meeting new
and old friends, friends made a long time
ago from different gatherings, and of
course...the wonder of AIM.

Bao: Hailll yeah, of course meeting up with
old “family” members from the Pong Hanh
was an extra plus.

Tram: Bdo, what did your group think
about the new Youth Night?

Bao: We thought it was great! Nothing was
better than Rave and Christian music so the
youth and the adults can get together to
share a cultural world from both sides.
Tric: Yep! That was also a good way to
let the adults and the youth communicate,
and of course we made lots of MULAsss,
$867 from auctioning the “holy” people and
selling glow stick. Our Midwest fund is rich
this year!
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Tram: Also this year the different track to
have a separate youth and adults program
was an excellent idea.

Bao: There was one person in my group
who said the same thing. He said that it
would be cool if youth and adults can spend
more time together, though, to get to know
one another better.

Tric: Yeah. Age should not be a factor
when it is God that we are all seeking for.
Tram: Were there any negative feedbacks
from your groups like what they don’t
wanna see repeated?

Bao: Yeah there were some. Like the rules
were a little bit strict.

Tric: My group raised up the same com-
ment. The rules created a lot of uneasiness
among the youth.

Tram: I know what you mean, we need
rules and regulations in big gatherings, but
when too strict, we lose the sense of close-
ness that a family shares.

Bdo: Oh, ooohhh in my group, one mem-
ber pointed out “the” price, which was a tad
high. Just the fact that they had to drive
themselves there and back, the money for
gas alone was a burden.

Tram: Yeah, after all, we are all HS and
college students. We live on water and
crackers for lunch to save money for events
like this. But, let’s not sidetrack. Overall,
how was the HMVTT?

Tric (in her NOLA accent AGAIN): 1
thought it was cool, very cool. There is still
a little more to make it better like more shar-
ing time, so the little groups can really get

ng trung tay

to know each other.

Bao: Oh yeah...and don’t forget how ev-
eryone enjoyed Cha Long imitation
“Mmmmm.”

**+% End of tape!

Hello to all Y’ ALL! This is Bao from
Wichita Falls, Texas. We are taking out
“lots” of our precious time (about 15 min-
utes, to be accurate) from studying, work-
ing, and of course, online “im-ing” and
emailing to compile a short survey of the
recent hop mdt viung during Labor Day
2001 at Carthage, MO.

To prevent YALL from misunderstand-
ing, I just typed up our phone conversation.
From the three groups in Wichita Falls, New
Orleans, and Kansas City, feedbacks were
summarized.

To sum up this conversation, many
points were proposed for the next meeting.
I 'am sorry to all the youth groups that were
not included in this conversation. The time
was cut real short, and of course, Trac, Trim
and I—being a trained procrastinator—did
not have more time to call each of you and
chat. We hope that next time, we can in-
clude feedback from more youth groups.

Love in Christ,

Tric-Bdo-Trim
Trung Tay Youth Team El



Mai Hoang Dung

Hello!

My name is Mai Hoang Dung, but you
can call me Dungy. I’'m from nho’m nhi’
Ducklings in Wichita Falls, Texas, where
everything is HOT—the weather, the ce-
ment, and even the people! (Hee, hee)

Prayer. My usual night prayer used
to consist of 10 kinh. (I remember a Viet-
namese priest said once that we spend much
time working, shopping, watching Chinese
kung-fu movies, and what not. So why not
spend more time praying everyday? So |
started praying 10 kinh every night for 2
years.) But eventually, my prayer life
seemed to be going downhill. College life
demanded long hours of studying (not to
mention work), which seemed to be a per-
fect excuse for not praying at night. I'm
just too tired, I said. So most of the times I
ended up simply thanking God for the day
and... dozed off. Sometimes, I tried to be
more ambitious by praying the rosary but I
would inadvertently fall asleep half way
through it. Given all that, I would still say
that somehow I knew my relationship with
God was strong...

Well, this year I was invited (by my
dad and God) to attend a 5-day silent re-
treat with cha Thanh in Carthage, MO. 1
looked forward to this retreat because I had
many things to talk to God about. Above
all, I wanted to love God and make Him # 1
in my heart once again. Knowing that this
silent retreat will give me ample time to
pray, I still did not anticipate spending that

prayer

much time with Jesus (2 prayer periods,
averaging 2 to 4 hours each). It was awe-
some! My favorite place to pray was in front
of the Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration
Room. It was sort of “direct contact” with
Jesus, you know. It gave me a sense of tre-
mendous inner peace. I felt like I could sit
there forever and chat with Jesus or just be
present. I knew that my presence made
Jesus happy because I made time to be with
Him. I'satdown at his feet and began, “How
are you?” I then read the suggested bibli-
cal passages and tried to contemplate the
scene. Afterwards, I just chatted with Jesus
and asked for some specific grace or bless-
ing. As strange as it may sound, I often
didn’t want to leave. Ireally felt drawn to
stay—even when “nature” called! (Well, I
often ended up saying, “Could you hold that
thought, Jesus? I’ll be right back!”)

I came out of the retreat refreshed,
closer to God. I was once again shown that
He is always in my heart and that our gentle
God patiently awaits for me to include Him
in my life.

Talso realized the importance of daily
prayer in my life. Cha Thanh reminded us
that the fervor felt during retreat days will
eventually wear off and that reality awaits
us. One cannot change overnight, but rather,
over an extended amount of time. And
when faced with our “downs,” we should
turn to Jesus for strength, patience, and per-
severance.

Cha Thanh asked of us to set apart one
special day each week to pray, to meditate

on passages from the Bible, or simply just
be with Jesus in a quiet place. As for the
rest of the week, we should spend 15-20
minutes every morning to thank Him for a
good night sleep and to consecrate that day
to God. This should help us be ready to
“Carpe diem” (Seize the Day). At night,
take ten minutes to reflect on the day: what
am [ thankful for today? What am I not so
thankful for? Did I see God—in the people
I met or in the works I did today? I might
also want to tell God that I'm sorry for the
unkind word I said to someone today. Af-
ter asking for His blessing, I can go to bed.

The retreat helped me see the many
blessings that I normally missed—the
people and the events in my life. I came
home from the retreat with a tremendous
sense of peace, contentment, and joy.

Prayer should be a part of everything
we do. Prayer should not only take place
at night or in the morning or during mass.
Prayer should be more than words—it
should be an action to commit ourselves to
God. Prayer often gives me that “light feel-
ing” before an unwanted task or in the joy I
know that only God can give!

I pray everyday—often throughout the
day without consciously realizing it’s a
prayer. When I’'m conscious of my prayer,
I realize that without it, I would not have
survived the many ordeals that life entails.
I tell you, prayer certainly helped a great
deal when I had my root canal done not too
long ago. Amidst the unbelievable pain and
my frantic reciting of the Our Father—in a
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mixture of English and Vietnamese—God
heard my prayer and helped me survive the
ordeal (hee, hee).

So as you can see, prayer is a neces-
sity in my life. It’sno heavy task atall. No,
really! It’s simply talking with God, with
Jesus, or asking the Holy Spirit for courage,
faith, or whatever you need. Prayer is part
of everything that you do. Next time your
heart feels heavy or you dread doing some-
thing, just PRAY! Remember to make time
for God in prayer, meditate once in a while
if not once a week. Trust me, you will feel
energized, ready to “seize the day” and face
anything knowing that Jesus is right beside
you every step. Prayer is our pathway to
and with Jesus, and prayer will help us over-
come our weaknesses. Through prayer, we
receive strength and grace to carry out
God’s will. Just Do It! It’s a piece of cake,
with a lot of good, sweet, delicious icing on
top. So pray! And may the Force (of God)
be with you.

Smile! Jesus Loves You!

Love you all my dear Péng Hanh
Family.

Mai Hoang Dung
~ Café Pen
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Lé Bao Linh

my grace I

I read today that suicide rates have in-
creased over the past 50 years, worldwide and nationwide. I think
about it, and it makes me sad, but it does not surprise me. Despite
the rapid growth in technology and modern comforts, people have
not realized that such “luxury of this world” cannot truly fulfill us.
St. Augustine, a great saint of the 4™ and 5™ century, once wrote,
“Our hearts are restless until they rest in God.” During my short
time here on earth, I have learned the immense truth and impor-
tance of this saying.

As I said, it makes me sad to know that people increasingly
have thought life not worth living, and that in despair, have be-
lieved their life dissolute. But again, this does not surprise me
because I tried to kill myself too—twice, in fact. It is, therefore,
no mystery to me how a person can contemplate and attempt to
end everything. Perhaps [ am writing this to dissuade others from
taking the path I did; perhaps I am writing this to heal the wounds
inside. Idon’t know. The only thing I know is that I am writing to
acknowledge the sometimes thin and tenuous thread that binds me
to this life, my faith.

I'wish I could tell you all about my life—my experiences, my
sights, and my thoughts, but our editors wouldn’t want me hogging
up all the space (not to mention the printing costs), so [ will have to
give you an abbreviated background.

My mother and I came to America in 1975, pretty much alone.
We were poor and times were hard. She worked long hours to put
a roof over our heads and often went hungry to give government
cheese to her little sick and malnourished boy. I grew up without a
father and was constantly in trouble. I ran away from home and
missed getting kicked out of school by a hair’s breadth. Things
have never been easy for the two of us, including our strained re-
lationship. But the woman named Tin (Faith) and her little boy
Linh (Spirit) had God in their lives.

With certainty, the only thing that came to me easily was my
faith. Curious, because my mother is not an exceptionally reli-
gious person, nor has any particular person in my life significantly
affected my faith. It has just always been there for me. I find this



s sufficient for you

a blessing, because I have finally learned
that it is only my faith that [ need.

I think I have been clinically de-
pressed in one way or another most of my
life. Yes, I have sought counseling and have
taken the various pills, but nothing has
helped me as much as my faith. The first
time I tried to kill myself was back in 1992.
I'had thought about it considerably and had
put some planning into it as well. I wanted
it to look like an accident, so no one would
suspect and feel any guilt. I decided to run
my car off a highway overpass that ran about
50 feet in the air. Well, obviously I didn’t
succeed. All I managed to do was leave
myself car-less for some time. When I at-
tempted to take my leave of this world, the
guardrail had two tiny metal pieces stick-
ing up in the shape of a cross. Both the
guardrail and the tiny cross held, and I am
alive today.

The second time was two years later.
After my first attempt, I thought I would
never do that again. Not only did I feel stu-
pid for trying to take my life, I felt more
stupid for not succeeding. I suppose that
was my depression speaking again; it was
always telling me about the stupid things [
do. I thought to myself, “Well Linh, you
survived that experience. Now you know
what it was like and how foolish it was.
You’ll never do that again.”

I was wrong. My second attempt was
not planned; it was not thought out. It was
an emotional act in a desolate moment. [
used a brand new Exacto knife and went to

work on my wrist. In the clearest miracle
of my life, God intervened. I forced the
blade into my arm with all of my strength,
but [ managed only a small cut. It hardly
even bled. In frustration, I worked the blade
even harder and more vigorously, conscious
that God was working against me. I even
yelled at God—the only time in my life—
for not letting me have my way. After 15
minutes, [ resigned to God’s will. Ilearned
never to directly oppose God again. The
arm that held the blade was sore for sev-
eral days due to the prolonged strain of op-
posing God’s intervention. Only a tiny scar
remains to remind me of the incident.

Perhaps you can reduce the first at-
tempt to good engineering and the second
to some subconscious desire not to really
kill myself. But such reduction will never
diminish God’s work or His glory. Again,
as St. Augustine wrote, “As men write
words, God writes events,” it was God say-
ing loud and clear to me that He still had
work for me to do.

These days, I still get depressed, but I
am trying to work through it with God’s help.
Some days seem like there is nothing to live
for, like a darkness envelopes me, and I just
want to hide somewhere and give up alto-
gether. But I remember God’s love for me.
If all else fails, I know with certainty that
God’s love will never fail. I know that God
loves me without bound and without condi-
tion. He loves me in my success and in my
failures. He loves me in my moments of
strength and in my moments of weakness.

And as He said to St. Paul, He says to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” (2
Cor.12:9) So in my darkest moments, I
make a prayer of my weakness and offer it
up to Him.

My faith has saved me, and my faith
continues to save me. I may not have much
to show for in my life, but as [ once said to a
friend, if [ wake up the next morning, the
day has been a success. And the only way
I get there is with my God and my faith.
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Quang Hai Pat

Nguyén

Lay Thiay, Thiy O Dau

Reflection

Like many Americans and people
around the world, I watched with horror as
the tragedy unfolded on the TV screens:
thousands of innocent lives destroyed by a
senseless act of violence. A sense of loss,
pain, and sorrow permeated my heart for
days afterwards. Iheard wrenching stories
of the widows and of heroic acts of the per-
ished husbands, and I cried with their heart-
break. AsI cried with them, I also cried for
myself. The loss and sorrow somehow
seemed familiar.

When I lost my country twenty-six
years ago, I felt similar pain and sorrow. For
the first time, I realized that I had not
mourned losing that part of my life which I
left behind. I walked away from the place
I'was born and grew up with my family and
my friends elsewhere. For twenty some
years, I walked on the same streets,
shopped at the same stores, attended the
same church, lived in the same house...Ileft
all that behind in matter of hours. It was so
sudden that I didn’t even have a chance to
say good-bye to my father who was out of
town at that time. Ilater heard that he broke
down tears the next day he came home. His
nest was now empty. His children dispersed
in the whirlwind. I never saw him again
after that; he passed away a few years later.

As I listened to stories of heroism, of
selfless sacrifices, of life perished, and
watched images of the mountain of rubbles
of the World Trade Center and of the burn-
ing wing of the Pentagon, helplessness
mounted in my heart. [ wish I could be there

of

to help, but even if [ was there to help, what
could I do to help alleviate the pain and the
loss? How could I console those who lost
loved ones? My heart could not harbor
enough of the pains. My arms could not
embrace all the little ones who lost their
parents. I couldn’t attempt an explanation
for such evil acts.

The memorial mass offered by our
parish helped tremendously. God was al-
ways the weight underneath my boat that
kept it from capsizing in the stormy ocean
of life. If anything happened to me, I ran
first to the altar. But the heavy heart re-
mained with me. On Sunday, it was my turn
to be Eucharistic minister. I cherished this
privilege because as I handed out the body
of Christ, I felt like I slipped Christ into each
heart, each household. As usual, I per-
formed my job hopefully and reverently,
acknowledging each person and child who
came to receive Christ.

I noticed that some people wore the
red-white-blue ribbons which reminded me
of the tragedy. Perhaps some of these indi-
viduals lost their loved ones or knew some-
one who did, in the events of the past weeks.
Their pain must be deeper, and because of
that, [ handed out the consecrated hosts with
added earnest.

As I drove home after mass, tears
suddently streamed down my cheeks, and [
cried like a baby. It dawned on me that
though helpless, I was allowed the privilege
to slip Christ to those in need. Only He
could do what I couldn’t do, be where I



couldn’t be. Only He could console and heal. Only He could give
strength and courage anywhere, all the time.

Not only would He be there to console and to heal, but through
my faith, He allowed me to be there with Him as well. When I
received him, I received the whole human family into me. It was
the same flesh and the same blood that flowed through my veins.
It was the same body that we shared. Through Him, I would be
one with my human family in their moments of darkness. He al-
lowed me to be in His heart, and He, in mine. So when He con-
soled the grief-stricken people, I would be there with Him, and as
a result, I felt consoled. When He embraced the little ones, I, too,
would be embraced. When He listened to their moans and cries, 1
too, would be listened and be understood.

Through the Eucharist, the Church taught that God gave me
everything: His divinity, His body, His blood, and especially, His
soul—the soul of the Father who also lost His only Son. He was
always in love with his Son. On the night of betrayal, it was shat-
tered to pieces. Through the abandonment of His Son, He shared
with the human family the loneliness, the sorrow, the pain, and the
loss in the face of evil. He understood my loss and shared my
pain. But He had hope for me, not only for me but also for the
nation and for the whole world, because His Son had won over
darkness: “he had trampled death by death.”

I continued to cry with the widows and the orphans, but in my
heart, I knew now that God was there. He was always there to
share with us the darkest moments of our human and personal his-
tory. His presence gave us hope, and His grace would lead us
through. ED

loss

loss
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“Nhitng Ngay Giong
:Tréen Cdc CanhPong
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Trén con dudng dat da gd ghé, di 5
gid chiéu rdi ma chiing toi con phéi di ti€p
40 km nita, n€u khong c6 gi tric trd thi 7
gt 12 t6i, thé nhung trdi giong gié may ngay
nay, nhitng con mua phiin tudi nhe 16p dat
bot rdi duge xe qua lai nhio t6i nhdo lui
déo queo lam ket hai banh xe, thinh thodng
chiing t6i lai phai dirng xe d€ cay dat, mdi
dau thi ding cay, sau nhi¢u qud phdi diing
tay moi méc, 10 gid dém ching tdi mdi t6i
dugc di€m hen, anh ban ciing di néi nhé:
“lam cong viéc nay khong bi€t mét nhoc,
chit n&u chuyén lam in thi ¢ nhiéu tién
cing ching ham”.

Thuc ra, giong gi6 cta dat trdi khong
giy trd ngai ma con 12 y&u td thuan 1gi d&
chiing t6i l1én dudng: mii trim dau, minh
khodc 40 mua, ai ciing nhy ai, ai ma biét
dugc. Chi ¢6 giong gié con ngudi gy ra
mdi 1dm trd ngai. Tuy nhién, viéc cia Chda
va viéc cia ngudi chdng may khi triing hp,
vi v0 duyén d6i dién bat tuong phiing, lam
cho ngudi ki€m ngudi khong dé gip chiit
nao. Pi d&n dau, motkhi da dang ky thudng
tri v6i Thién Chda rdi thi can gi ding ky
tam trii v6i con ngudi nita. Vi tong db din
ngoai da qud quyé&t: anh em khong con phai
la ngudi xa la hay tam trd, nhung 13 ngudi
nha ctia Thién Chia (Eph2,19), va thé 1a
dudng ai ndy di, viéc ai ndy lam. Cudi cling,
ngudi di chua méi chin ma ngudi tim da
mdi goi.

MGi day thoi, toi v& nha budi chiéu,
ngd qua dém, sing hom sau, vita rdi nha
dugc 10 phiit thi c6 hai thanh nién dén ki€m,
t0i nghiép qué, cic anh dd d&n tré mot chit

@& rdi mAt thém ba bon ngdy ma van hoai
cong. Thé con khi dung mit thi sao, ciing
chi cAn mot khodnh khic ¢ cho chim s6
10ng bay xa. Chuyén xay ra vao chiéu 25
thdng 12 nam 2000, t6i ddt chan vao mdt
ngoi lang nhd, cling di ¢6 hai anh chi im
theo dita con nudi tdm thang, tudi ma toi
goi 1a “chim trgi”. Khung canh budn lang
liic nay that ving ling, vi sau mot dém thifc
tring d6n mitng Con Thién Chiia gidng trin,
thém budi sing kéo nhau di cAu nguyén
tirng nh, i nay ba con ai vé nha nAy nghi
ngoi. Toi d€n that bAt ngd, vao nha gido ly
vién, moi ngudi vui mirng hé nhau dudi bit
gi nau chdo. Trong khi chd doi toi chay v
ry thim hai dita con mic bénh phong, nita
gid sau trd vé thi nghe cd ngudi ki€m nhung
dirdi, ndi chdo ga vin chua chin, tdi di thim
tirng nha va ditng lai & ngdi nha cudi, go
ddng la va ca mia v6i ba con, ntra gid sau
6 ngudi téi ki€m, 1an nay thi khong phdi
mdt ma 12 nim ngudi, ho mdi ba con dang
g6 dong la ra chup hinh ky niém, tdi trao
dong la cia minh cho ngudi khic, &m “chim
trdi” va fim k& chudn. V& t6i nha gido ly
vién, ndi chdo ciing vita chin nhung toi phdi
ki€u tir ngay. Thay toi ngdi 1én xe vdi “chim
troi” sdn sang 1&n ga rdi lang, nhitng ngudi
khéch la voi chay lai chidn hoi, toi trd 15i
vai cAu cho xong rdi mim cudi tam biét.
Ho biét toi 12 ai nhung lai khong biét rd,
con toi thi trd 18i 14p ltng rdi bd di,va the
14 chi cAn mot khoanh khic dt d€ chim me
cong chim con vd canh, toi ct tr tr di, ma
c6 di le cling khong dugc vi mot tay 14i xe,
mot tay con phdi 6m “chim tr&i”, dudng di



Gio

Truyen Giao

lai 16m chdm dt d4 v6i ho him. Hai anh
chi da theo tdi vao lang bi giit lai d€n chidu
to1, bi ép udng rugu va bi gan héi dd dicu,
va thé€ 1a thém mot 1an @€ t6i xdc tin Loi
Thiy d4 néi trén hanh trinh khd nan: Ong
ching c6 quyén gi trén toi néu tir trén khong
ban cho (Ga.19,11), c6 nghia 1a viéc phai
dén khong ngoai y Cha, do dé viéc con
ngudi phailam va c6 thé 1am 13 thuan theo
y Ngai .

May thdng rdi gidng gi6 dir ddi, c6
ngudi di bdo toi dirng tdi vi mua gié the
ndy githdi sao ndi. Ctt nhin nhitng dau hiéu
bé ngoai thi ai cling bdo phai tam ngung
thoi, ¢6 ngudi con cho ring Chiia mudn anh
em chiing t6i phdi ngung mot thdi gian. The
nhung sau mot thing rdi hai thing ciu
nguyén, t0i luc tim khdp Tin Mirng ma
ching thiy chd nao Chda néi ngung, va thé
1a chiing t6i lai riu riu bio nhau 1én dudng.

Giong gi6 khdng can dugc long ngudi
ma chi lam chim budc chin thg git. Mua
mang c6 bi phd doi chit, mdt vai noi lda
vira cit xong chua kip dem vé nhung chuta
hin di 13 s6i hdng bong khong, vi cinh
dong truyén gido dau phdila cong trinh clia
con ngudi, do d6 cang khé khin, ngudi dugc
sai di cang dugc day dé chi biét dya cay
vao quyén ning Chia ma thdi.

Ngon gi6 ddu tién thdi vio viing nay
da 1am sip mat ba ngdi nha dung lam ndi
cho ba con cAu nguyén. Niém vui chua 13
may trudc nhitng ngdi nha vira dugc dung
1&n thi da voi tan. Thé nhung khong ¢6 ndi
cau nguyén chua hin 13i kinh da vut tit
trong long ngudi, trdi lai, cang thir thach,

long tin cang thém kién vitng, c nhin dong
ngudi d8 vé nha thd mdi trua thit by thi
10, ba con phdi doi ning di bd trén dudi hai
ti€ng dong hd tiry séc xa hay gin, va rdi
chiéu d&n nhiéu bita lai phai doi mua tré
vé.

Bi bitbudc phai rd bd nhitng ngdi nha
chinh tay minh vira cling véi ba con gbp
stic dung 1€n, ngudi gido ly vién da dau
long con khdng dugc yén than lam dn, vi
ngudi ta ¢ nay moi mai hdi. Mot chang
trai tré dang hang hdi trén dudng, chi ba
thing ma chang ta da gdy dung dugc mot
cong doan mdi v6i ngdi nha cAu nguyén
méi, va chang dang di ti€p qua lang thi hai,
cti thit bdy di chiéu chia nhat vé, nhung
khi gidng gi6 vira ndi 1&n thi ching 1a ngudi
bi chi€u c& dau tién: cdi bong ddng hién
lanh di 1am ngudi ta ndi néng. Con ngudi
khi ding truéc ngudi vo toi van thé, phai
cho chiing né bi€t tay va ngudi ta da phai
@& 16 hé&t chan tudng gian 4c clia minh, trong
khi ngudi vo 01 van ludn vui twoi va an binh
trudc moi 191 de doa. Hom nay, midc du
giong gié chua diu di chit nao, nhung gitta
c4ikho6 da 16 cdi khon. Nhitng gio ngdi ling
trude Loi Chia, chang dd khdm phd ra nét
don so va 1€ khon ngoan ctia Con Thién
Chiia, va ching lai ti€p tuc 1&én dudng, biét
ring “Thdy & cling anh em moi ngay”.

Chang da di thém hai gio di bo dén
mdt 1ang mdi va ngay ngay diu tién di c6
sdu gia dinh xin trd lai. Chua tim dugc nha
dung 1am ndi cAu nguyén, va ciing chua c6
gido Iy vién hudng din, mdi trua thi bay
ba con phai 10i bo bon ti€ng ddng hd dén

nha thd du 1€, va sau d6 vé dugc dén nha
thi tr&i da t61 mit m&. Péng nhin ba con lin
16i tim dén v6i Chida va Hoi Thanh, tdi nghe
vang doi bén tai ti€ng reo vui clia Con Thién
Chia, nhu Ngudi da ting reo vui khi song
kinh nghi€ém lam ngudi giita nhitng ngudi
con ngheo khé, va da cit cao 13i kinh cim
ta: “Lay Cha, con ngdi khen Cha vi Cha da
bay t4 mau nhiém nudc trdi cho nhitng
ngudi bé mon” (Mt 11,25-26). Gép ba cu
gia 70 tudi dang niim thd déc vi dudng xa
mét nhoc, tay dm bung kéu dau, toi xin y si
cing di kham cho cu, d& n€u cin thi chuyén
vé Saigon chita tri. Cudi cuing, bénh thi
khong ning nhung stc di can nhiéu, toi
phdi 1am gi vd ¢6 thé 1am dugc gi ngoai
viéc dua tay dd ning ba, 6m ba vao vong
tay, va ba dd nhan dugc mot chit hdi 4m
cta HoOi Thanh. Ba cu nhin t6i mim cudi,
t0i cling cudi theo nhung c4 hai nu cudi tit
vOi vi phdi chia tay: t6i nghi t6i doan dudng
cu 1& g6t vé nha, it gi cling mAt nim ti€ng
dong ho, sém 1dm ciing 10 gid d&ém. Nhin
trdi toi thay tring 1én, va toi thd'y bong dang
Con Thién Chia dau day, t6i nghe rat rd
ti€ng Ngudi moi goi: “tat cd nhitng ai mét
nhoc gong ganh ning né, hiy dén cling toi,
toi s& cho nghi ngoi bdi dudng” (Mt 11,28-
30). Toi nhin ba cu budc di, toi biét ba s&
vé t6i nha va dém nay ba s& ngl rdt ngon
trong vong tay ctia Thién Chda dat troi.
Di lam in, ngudi ta hay néi dé€n khé
khin, gian khd vdi hy sinh. Trén dudng
truyén gido, ngudi dudc sai di, di 12 ngudi
kinh hay sic toc, thudng ching may khi
nhic dén nhitng chit nay. Ping trudc cdc
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cdnh dong ménh mong ngiit ngan, ¢6 ai
khong miét mai, va thé 1a giita con gidng
gi6 hom nay, mot canh ddng méi vira dugc
md ra.

Khai mé mot cdnh ddng truyén gido,
mdt ving dat la, toi tw hoi Chia sé sai ai
day, va rdi bao nhiéu ngudi sin sang din
budc. Toi 1an la tim ki€m, t6i d€n mot gido
ho mdi c6 t&n goi chif chura ¢ nha thd, nim
xa lic xa 16 nhung lai & gifta cdc s6¢ ngudi
S’Tiéng. Cudi ciing, tdi da gip dugc khong
phéila cdc gido 1y vién ma 1a mot nhém ca
vién, toi thir d€ ho chia nhau di vao cdc séc
va th& 12 nim ngudi da bi gilt chan lai .
Diéu di 16i cudn nhitng con ngudi niy ngay
tir budc dau gip gd chinh 1a mdi to duyén
Con Thién Chtia da gidng mic giita dit trdi
tir muon doi trude.

Bon chang trai tudi trén dudi 30 ma
van con doc than, mot ¢d bé méi 18 tudi.
Anh trudng nhém n6i ning khong luu lodt
nhung rit nhiét tinh, gi6i dan nhac, hoan
cénh tuong d6i khé khin, anh thit hai ¢6
cha gia dang dau li¢t, hai anh con laila anh
em rudt dugc ngudi cha sdn sang cho di mut
chi. Ong cu néi, gia dinh chiing t6i khi mgi
dén day 1ap cu chi c6 20.000d (khodng 2
ddla), com nudc bita déi bifa no, ngay xich
tiii di chich dao, d&&m vé cAu nguyén phé
thdc gia dinh cho Chiia. Hom nay day gia
dinh dong vui, cudc song d5 vat va nhiéu
10i, cdc con tdi dira nao di 1am viéc cho
Cha, ctf d€ vuon tuge day, vudn nha thém
c6 thi vudn Chiia thém hoa trdi. Thé con
cd bé choang khin dé, mdt doan vién xuat
sic tv nhin minh c6 chan di, co ludn c6
mit tai cdc di€m hen.
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Va th€ 12 giita nhitng giong gié hom
nay, cdc canh ddng truyén gido vin vao
miia, hita hen nhiéu hoa tri, & ké gieo
ngudi git déu reo vui.

Céch day hai tudn 1€, toi gip mot
trudng cong doan nhd tudi nhit: chang trai
18 tudi. Anh theo dao da bon nim, va vi la
xif ngudi du tién xin theo dao, lai don so
va lanh 1gi, nén anh dudc chon lam gido ly
vién phu trich cong doan. S& ngudi theo
dao trong sdc clia anh chua dugc bao nhiéu,
anh lai qud non nét ma phéi ding ra huéng
din va chia sé¢ L3i Chda cho ba con chd
bac trong séc clia minh thit khong dé chit
ndo. Séc ctia anh gan thi tran, gin ddi véi
anh mdi 1an ra nha thd, nhung d& ngudi tir
nha thd vao thi lai hdi xa, vi gidng gié cd
thé ndi 1én bt chgt. VAy ma sudt may tudn
nay, khi giong gi6 ndi 1én & nhiéu ndi cang
liic cang manh, thi trong séc ctia anh, tuAn
nao cling ¢ ngudi xin vao dao. Anh vui
1dm. Thém nhitng gia dinh theo dao, s6c
ctia anh thém hiép nhat, va dic biét anh
sip c6 thém mot ngudi ban tré gdnh do
cong doan giip anh. Ngudi ban nay mdi
theo dao dudc hai tudn 1&, nhung rat nhiét
tinh, va dang theo khéa ciu nguyén. Hai
ngay dau gip ¢d Loi Chia, ngudi linh méi
ngd nga ngd ngan ching hiéu gi, nhung dén
ngay thi ba rdi thif t, chang ludn ludn 1a
ngudi chia sé diu tién sau mdi gid cdu
nguyén, chang trai mdi d6 da kham phé ra
Thién Chda ddng ludn ludn & véi con ngudi.

Trg lai véi trudng cong doan ti hon,
Anh theo dao nim 14 tudi . That khé tudng
twgng mot chii bé c6 thé vira gdnh vic cong
doan vira gdnh vac gia dinh, ma gia dinh

clia chii bé ciing hoi ning diy: cha mat,
me mang thai v6i mdt ngudi khong thé song
chung, anh phai vita lo chim séc¢ vuon dicu,
vita 1am mu6n ki€m gao d& din me va nuodi
day cdc em. Nhin ngo6i nha tranh rich nit,
mdi ndm phai 1gp lai hodc stta chita, anh
mo c6 mot nép nha ton, va hom nay gidc
md cla anh dd thanh sy that. Cdu chuyén
anh mugn tién mua ton cling vui 1dm. C6
dt cAy que r0i, thg dyng sudn nha 1én rdi
ma anh khong ¢6 mot xu d€ mua ton, anh
di 1am cho céc cd va mic di tién cong anh
chi dugc 350.000d trong khi tién ton tén
830.000d, anh khong xin, nhung mugn, cic
¢6 mudn xi x6a, coi nhu khong ai ng ai.
Chuyén tudng thé 12 xong, nhung mdi day
anh t6i xin lai tién cong. Cdc co ciing tr
cho anh 350.000d va x6a ludn cho anh s&
ng 830.000, nhung anh nhit dinh khong
chiu, néi sao anh ciing khong chiu, doi véi
anhng nan ludnrd rang, va anh muén hoan
tra .

Khi chang trai di di rdi, ngudi nit tu
tré vao qui ling trudc Thanh Thé, long ngdn
ngang. 830.000 da dugc trao tir doi tay va
tAm 1ong ngudi me, thé nhung dita con lai
chi mudn nhin nhu mot mén ng, va ngudvi
me chgt nhan ra ring minh cling ng that
nhiéu, n¢ ngudi di trao cho minh s¢ tién
830.000 kia, ng PAng da sai minh dén day
ddi budc minh phai lam 15i thém 830.000
nita, vi ngudi lanh 2 nén phai lam 151 thém
2 nén khdc, va con ng chang trai, ng nhitng
tAm long don so trong sdng.

Chia di, xin day chiing con bi€t s6ng
quéng dai...
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Thién niém dudng
rat rong. San bing gd miu niu ndi van
bong. Thién sinh ngdi trén san nha, mdi
ngudi mot chi€c ném g8i mau xanh duong.
Gan gifta niém dudng, mot chi&c ban thd
nhd mau gd gu, trén d6 Pidc Phat ngdi thién
dudi cdy thip gid. Cho du diy la niém
dudng Zen, tap thién theo tu ditc Cong Gido
nhung c6 thé néi Piic Phat1a ngudi tim thy
con dudng thi€n niém, nén trong thién
dudng ngudi ta dit tugng Pdc Phat ngdi
thién nhu mdt bic thiy trudc c4c tip sinh.

Cin phong khong ban gh€, khong
trang tri hoa dén, khong c6 cdi huyén bi
clia mlii nhang va c4i md t3i trong dén chiia.
MGi budc vao, cdm gidc cia tdi 1a binh an.
Qua nhitng vudng kinh rong, tif phong thién
nhin ra, bén ngoai chip chiing ndi dbi. Bao
quanh mdt khodng trdi thién nhién bao la.
To61 dang budc vao mot khdng gian don sd,
thanh bach. Canh tugng Dtic Phat va cay
thap gi4, chiéu dé&n, duy nhat mot ngon dau
chdy lién 1y, dnh Ira nghiém trang khdng
gi6 lay dong, phiang Ii nhu cdc thién sinh
ngdi bat dong.

Bodhi Zendo, trung tim Thién Cong
Gido do cha Ama Samy, dong Tén dicu
khién. Thién vién mé ngay 6 thang Giéng
nim 1996, cich thi trin Kodaikanal nira
tiéng xe trén dudng nii, thudc lang nhd
Perumalmalai, cach thanh ph6 16n Madurai
120 ¢y s6 vé phia tiy bic, thudc mién nam
nuGe An, viing Tamil Nadu. Toi dén day
ngay sau Chiia Nhat L& L4, miia Chay nim
2001, ngay 9 thdng 4.

Sang nay t6i nhd cd trong vudn Zen.

Trung tdm thién ndo chic cling c6

Co

vudn Zen nhu the. Mdi ngay chiing tdi c6
mot ti€ng rudi 1am viéc. Nhém nhit rau,
nhém lau san nha, nhém quét san, nhdm
lam vudn hoa. Toi § trong nhém lam vudn
hoa.

Ngon ndi cao 1700 mét. Ndi ddi ménh
mong. Bat ngdt1a ritng. Chung quanh thién
vién, nhitng ring chudi ciing theo miu 14
ritng, bat ngat xanh. Giita mau xanh bét
ngét &y, vudn Zen ryc lén mudn hoa do tay
con ngudi trong. Trung tAm son miu tring.
T dinh ndi phia xa nhin xudng, khu thién
vién bé xiu giéng nhu cum ndm nhd tring
xinh xinh gifta bién rirng. Chung quanh
thién vién déu trong hoa. DAt ndi, vidn Zen
nhiéu bac cao thap, cong co. Pudng di 14t
bing d4 nii, trdi cdt va soi. Ngay tir cong
vao, toi da thich, nhu di dudi gian hoa.
Nhitng tang hoa gid'y rii béng. Trén nii, lic
nao cling gid, khdm hoa nao cling nhu dua
gidn, ngd ngiéng vao nhau.

Toi nhit cd da dugc nira ti€ng. Gi6
niii mat rudi rugi nhung trdn cling bit dau
1Am tim mo hdi. Dirng tay ngdi nhin xudng
thung liing phia xa. Lang ding suong mu
nhv nhitng 1an may tring méng. Trong
nhém thién sinh, c¢6 ngudi di & diy sdu
thdng, ngudi vai tudn. Chi c¢6 hai ngudi méi
tdi, trong d6 c6 toi. Nhin ho sinh hoat, cdi
gi cling chim rdi thong tha, titng budc chan
di nhe, dit chi€c ly xudng ban in ciing tir
ton, s& sang.

o} gbéc vudn, mot anh ngudi Dic dang
cua ciy. Tiéng cua nghe o tirng nhit kéo
vao thd gd, nghe nhu tirng mach kéo lic va
vao gb ciing ltic w6t qua gd mém. Thién
vién trén ndi cao, ndi ritng chura bi khai thic,

chua c¢6 khach san, khong nha nghi mat,
hoan toan yén tinh, khong ti€ng dong co,
khong ti€ng 6n 20. Chi ¢ gié va tiéng 14
Xd0 xac, ti€ng chim va béng may bay
ngang. Toi dirng tay nghe gié vé. Nhin
xudng sudn ddi thoai thoai.

Pi 1au 1dm rdi, hom nay mdi lai nhd
cd biing tay. Hai muoi sdu nim vé trudc,
nim 1977 tdi ciing nh cé biing tay, nhung
khong phai trong vudn Thién. Ai 8 Au Chiu
thi biét, trdi vuong qudc Bi, mot nim mua
phiin trén hai trim ngay! Nim 4y t6i mdi
vugt bién, dinh ménh dua vé mot vuong
qudc nhd xiu, hién hoa gitta Au Chau. Mua
phiin bay, ¢4 xanh, chd miy nha khong c6
chiit vudin trong hoa. Ngay ngay toi dap xe,
trdi bay bui mua, gié lanh. Chi€c 4o che
lanh ngudi ta cho ty nan dii ngang dau goi.
T6i nhd ¢d, 1am vudn cho mdt ba gia. Con
ci di xa, ba sdng mot minh. Vudn khong
ai sin séc, nhiéu c¢d dai qud, nhu vudn
hoang. C4 moc kin trong hing rao, phai 14y
liém cit ting cum. Trdi bui bay se lanh,
tay xudc gai. DAt 4m, udt 4t. Bun 14m. Sinh
vién ty nan mdi bé nuée di. Viéc gi cling
dugc, md'y mudi quan mot ngdy ciing dudgc,
toi cAn viéc 1am. Toi chim chi dé ba tiép
tuc muén. Mua ct bui bay, dt 1am, thé ma
mdt budi sdng chiing t6i lam sach hét
khodng vudn. Hy vong ba hai long ldc di
chg vé. Toi c6 ging hét sitc minh, lam
nhiéu, 1am sach, 1am it nghi. Muén ngudi
Ty chic khé c6 ai lam dudc nhu thé,

Vira cit xe vao garage, ra nhin khu
vudn, ba ddi sic mit, ming to 155. Toi khong
hi€u gi. Toi ¢ gdng lam chim chi nhu the
sao ba lai mdng?
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Ba dén ching
t6i lam sach cd,
chira lai nhitng goc
hoa! Ngay méi tdi
nao dau ranh ngdn
ng ho. Vudn bé
hoang 14u rdi, cé
cao qui nhiéu. Chi
thiy ¢6, ndo c6 hoa
gi dau. Toi cudc dat, nhd hét tat ca.

Ngay 4y dem sifc lao dong cin tién
song, khong phai nhd cd trong vudn Zen.
Toi khong c6 trdi tim cta Thién su nén toi
chdn ngdn “chuyén doi dang d.” Y ngay
va 1ong tan tuy dugc dédp trd nhu thé sao.
Tudi thanh nién mat dat nudc, mang nhi¢u
tii nhuc. Tha'y minh nhu hanh khat trén qué
huong Iuu diy. Ba ciing khong ¢6 trim tinh
clia trdi tim Thién su nén méi ming nhu
vay. Ngudi sinh vién cling nhd ¢d véi toi
nhitng ngay 4y nay 1a linh muc Francois
Nguyén Xuyén, hién dang coi muc vu cho
ngudi Viét § Bruxelles, bén Bi.

bing trén vudn Zen hdm nay, tdi nghi
lai ngay xa xuta d6. ThAm thodt thé ma hai
mudi sdu nim rdi, mot phan tu the ky. Ai
ngd hom nay toi phiéu bat dén day, trén
ngon ndi cd tinh An Do. Nita vong trdi dat
phia bén kia, ciin nh toi nhd cd ngay xua
¢6 con? Chic ba chét1au rdi. Nhit liém cit,
nhitng g6c cd dai, trdi muwa phiin bay, nhitng
vong xe ciii diu c6 dap di qua roi. Loi ming
hom xua ciing chi 13 ti€ng vong thdi gian.
Toi ditng day trong vudn Zen nhin xudng
phia xa thung liing dudi dbi. Trén ddy thanh
tinh qud, nhd t6i 191 bitc Phat: Raising and
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passing away. Poi 1a ¢6 d6 rdi phiit chdc
bién di.

Toi dang nhd cd trong vudn Zen.

Zen bao ring khi nhd cd, bi&t minh
nhd cd. USng tra, bi€t minh udng tra. Rira
chén 1a thay tirng dong nuéc 1am sach thom
céi bdt, doi dila. Ngudi di tim Thién 13 tim
tinh thic cho tdm tri. Muc dich ctia Thién
1a ¥ thic gidy phit hién tai. S6ng tron ven
tirng phit gidy thoi gian. Thién sinh tip y
thitc 4y khi quét nha, nhd cd, rira chén. Song
tirng hanh dong trong y nghia. Didu nay
khong xa la gi véi tu ditc Cong Gido. Térésa
Hai Pong Giésu da song nhu the. Nhit miii
kim khau, gidt 4o, don com, Térésa y thic
tiing vi¢c lam trong tinh yéu.

bé tap su, toi nhin gdc cd mdi nhd
trén tay. Chim rai. Thong tha. C6 cum cd
nhd nhe 1a xong. C4 thit moc trong k& d4
rit khé nhd. Trong vudn Zen c6 nhiéu 16i
di 14t d4. Cong viéc clia toi 1a nhd ¢4 moc
gitta nhitng k& d4 d6. C6 rdt nhiéu tim tinh
khi nhd cd. Ching han nhé cd lau ciing
nham chdn. Khi mét muén nhd voi cho
xong. Nhd voi cd s& dit, con lai ré.

Nhitng lic mét, toi dirng tay nhin vé
dep ctia vudn hoa. May ludng hoa mit trdi

dang hong ning. Nhitng bong hoa to nhu
chiéc dia, vang éng ruc 13 giita ddm hoa
clic ciing bat ngat vang. Tir cong vio, hai
bén ngip kin hdng leo, loai hdng nhd nd
tirng chim, leo quén 1én thanh tudng. Chung
quanh vudn ct, bay phat pho nhitng nhanh
hoa méng mau nhe nhu may.

Pi ¢6 ngudi dén trude tdi trong vudn
Zen. Ho dau rdi? Gid toi dang nhd ¢4, mai
day toi xa noi nay. Cha ai biét ai. Vudn hoa
ctt d6, chao dén cho ngudi dén, vinh biét
cho ngudi di. K& di true trong khém ciic,
ké dén sau nhd cum cd, it thé ma cude doi
ti&p ndi vé dep.

k ok ok

Ngbi trong vudn, tdi nghi d€n chuyén
cu gia v6i tim hon Thién di song thit bao
dung trong doi.

Ong hang x6m thdy cu gia vt v4 dao
dat trong cAy. Chiéu no dng néi vong qua
bd rao:

- Cu di, tudi ddi cu con bao nhiéu nita
vat v4 1am gi. Loai hanh do &y chuc nim
nita mdi c¢6 qua. Lic d6 cu ching con nita
dau ma an.

Cu gia ding tay, nhin trdi néi vong
lai:

- Tudi doi toi cha trong ngdy c6 qua.
Toi trong cho ngudi sau diy thoi.

Cu nhin cAy hanh d4o ¢6 thu phia cudi
vuon, ndi thém:

- Cay dho kia kia, cha biét ai trong tir
hoi nio ma nay tdi dugc in, thi minh cling
trong cy nay cho ké hau thé mai sau.

DAy 1a trdng cdy trong vudn Zen dvi
song. B6 di cdi nhd nhen chat hep ctia cdi



long. Do song that dep biét bao.

Toi c6 thé giat ddt nim cd xanh. D&
thoi. Nhung vai hom cd lai dim chdi. Gidng
nhu ngudi ta voi xung t0i dip 1€ 16n. Dgi 18
16n xung i thodng qua, lam dep linh hon
chdc 14t. Sau d6 lai trd vé chdn cii. Cé hoang
lai moc. Chf ngudi lam thué mdi nhd doi
cho chéng xong, cit ngon thdi, khong mudn
nhd ré.

k ok %k

Chuyén ¢4 ling trong Phic Am
Mdtthéu ra't la. Mdtthéu vi€t nhu mot
chuyén cia bac thién st cao tay. Chuyén
ké ring: “Nudc Trdi giong nhu ngudi kia
gieo giong tot trong rudng minh. Khi moi
ngudi dang ngil, thi ké thil clia 6ng dén gieo
thém cd lung vao giita lud, rdi di mat” (M.
16: 25).

Nhu mdt thién sinh tap su. Ta 14y ba
chit “rdi di mat” trong ciu Phic Am trén
dé tim tong tich tai sao gieo cd ling xong
ké thu lai hanh dong nhu thé.

Gi4 stt 6 ngudi dit moi Ita mudn dot
chdy cin nha kia, c6 khi ndo dit xong moi
Iira rdi bd di khong? Néu b di, gi6 tit thi
sa0? Su thudng phdi quanh quin d6 chd
xem k&t qua th€ ndo chd. Piéu la trong
chuyén gieo ¢4 ling, Mdtthéu viét riing, ké
thit bd di. Pau 12 § ctia Thién niém trong
ba ti€ng “rdi di mat™?

- C6 thé ké thii bd di vi bi€t chic chin
6 s& moc, né da biét trudc thanh cong. Néu
@Ay 1a chuyén linh hdn ta, ta khong 6 ning
Iyc nao chong lai hay sao? Nhu vy qud
budn.

- C6 thé ké thi vdi bd di, sd chl vudn

nhin dién dugc né. N&u vay su ving mit
cia ké thi 12 nguyén nhin thanh cong.
Ving mit nguy hi€m hon ¢ mit. Hinh 4nh
nay cling qud thyc va qud thudng trong cudc
song. Nhiéu hoan canh thd'y nhy ém dém
nhung that sy khong phai the. Nhiéu gia
dinh nhin bé ngoai khong béng dang séng
gi6, that sy khong phdi the€. Khong nhin
dién dugc bong ké thi, bat chgt mot ngay
thiy ¢b 1én cao, lic 4y qud mudn cho mot
chuyén budn rdi.

- Tai sao ngdy lda trd bong cd ling
mdi xudt hién?

Mitthéu viét ti&p: “Dén khi lda moc
1&n va trd bong thi ¢ ling ciing xuat hién”
(MLt. 16: 26). Theo y vi€t, khong phai lda
trd bong c6 lung méi xuat hién. Nhung lda
tr6 bong mdi kham pha sy xuat hién clia
¢6 lung. Chuyén nay ciing qud thit va qua
thudng trong doi song. Mau ¢é qué xanh,
mau Ida qud xanh. Ta ngd cudc sdng 1 thé.
C4i md hd 14n 16n mau xanh hanh phiic va
miu xanh 4o 4nh 1am ngudi ta 1im. Ong
chii khong nhin k§ Iia minh, xa xa ngd miu
xanh 12 chin thit clia lda. Chuyén 4y ciing
qué that trong ddi song tim hon. Ta thi€u
hoi tim rat nhiéu trong ddi song. Chuyén
cé nhan, chuyén gia dinh, chuyén ton gido,
chuyén dat nuéc. Lic d6 v& mdi nhin ra,
biy gid qua ti€c. Oi! cd da gieo lau rdi.

Tiéng khudng Thién vang 1én phia
bén kia vudn Zen, bdo hiéu hét gid lam
viéc. Con nifa ti€ng nita toi lai ngdi thinh
lang trong ni€m dudng. Gi6 dat dao, dua
ti€ng chudng thong thd vao ndi ring. Ca
khu ndi théng thang, ti€ng chudng Thién
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khong ndo nic, khong hdi ha, chudng 4m
vang tirng ti€ng mot, trim nhe rdi tan theo
suong may.

Lat nifa ddy trong ni¢m dudng cb 1&
t6i ti€p tuc nhd ¢ trong vudn Zen cia
Mitthéu. Thi€u thim nom k§ thira vudin nén
liic dng chli nhin ra ¢d, da qud tré. Lia tot
bao nhiéu cd ciing tot by nhiéu. Bdi, cd
dai bi€t bam vao nhitng gi ngudi ta sifa soan
cho lia ma in theo. Ciing nhu biét bao tai
ning cao quy sira soan cho ddi song thiéng
liéng, nhung than dit ding chinh tai ning
4y 1am hu hao linh hon. Tri thong minh
thanh kiéu cing, tién bac thanh 18i pham,
tinh ban thanh dang dg, ciia lam phidc thanh
niém ty hao, dén thd thanh phdo dai ngin
cdch, 1& nhac thanh trinh dién.

Mitthéu viét ring lic moi ngudi say
ngl, ké thi gieo cé vao ruong. DAt tt bao
nhiéu cho Ida, ciing t&t by nhiéu cho cd.
Cuing mot thit ¢é xau, nhung ¢ moc trong
tim hon ngudi khong dugc co may hoc
hanh, rdt khic trong vudn ké hi€u biét.
Ciing nhu néi ddi ngoai chg rit khic néi
ddi noi cira chiia. Cling mot mé ngii, nhung
mé ngli ndi thién sinh ri't khic mé ngl noi
bac thién su. Muc dich Zen 1 tim tinh thic
cho tAm hon. Toi s& tim gi trong gid thién
niém 14t nita day?

Ti€ng chudng vin thong tha tling ti€ng
mdt. Ning 1én cao hon, ruc r3 hon. Céc
khom hoa dong ning, ngd nghiéng thénh
thang, binh an vui véi gio.

An Do théng 4, 2001
Ed
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Con lam tho, chi bdi yéu Thay do.

Tinh Yéu, Thiy truyén sang

Ldi tho, Thay udn nin. ' '
C6 gi caa con dau?

Con khong nhin cong dau.

Trong yéu thuong, khong c6 chuyén tinh cd,
ma chi ¢6 Thanh Linh diu dit,

Than khi Thay ludn ludn sip dit

cho ngon ti bong hda thanh tho.

Ngudi ta néi: thd con c6 hon.

Con diing ling, & minh nghén nghen...
Con biét hon tir dau dén,

khong phéi nhu giot nén

nh¢ nhe rdi roi,

khong phédi nhu hudng troi

bang bac trong vii tru,

Hon chi d&n vira dd

lam cho tho say...

Thay rét mat vao day,

du tho con bat xitng.

Thiy mudn tho diu diu

va chi n6i mot diéu:

Chuyén mot ngudi chét vi Yeu,
song lai ciing vi Yéu...

Tho nhe nhang nhv hai thd

ma phd v& thanh quich cd lieu,

du ngudi 1am thd toi 16i tram chiéu.
Oi! Ngon ngit ctia Tinh Yéu,

Ning luc cta Tinh Yéu

ludn luon ky diéu!

Tho néi nhiéu,

néi mii vé Thay khong biét chan.
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Tir sdng sém dén chicu budng,

thd van thiy 1ong thuong khong can.
C6 khi tho tim ban

nhu con khat tim nhau,

hay thd mang niém dau,

liic Thay khong & do.

Ldi ru trong ti€ng gi6

nghe thi thAim diy d6 ti€ng tri Am...

Con c6 gi dau, d€ ti€n dang?

quy g6i nguyén cau,

viéng chau Thanh Thé,

con chip ndi, chip ndi tirng cau

tho vung dai, nhu tdm 10ng trdi rong cho nhau...

Ba muoci sdu ndm,

mdi Thanh L&, Thiy oi! vin nhu budi ban diu
khi Ruc Chida 1an thit nhat,

vai run 1én tirng chap, ddu ctii xudng that sdu...

Ngay con chét

ngudi ta thiy hoa cai trén mo.
Hoa s€ tan, s€ héo

nhung s& néi 1én mot diéu:

12 ngudi dudi mo van con Yéu!

Kinh ting Phoi Két Net,

mot trong nhitng nguoi da noi:
“tho con c6 hon”.

Dong Khé




Cha va anh chj em thédn yéu,

Thtt nam ngay 22 thdng 8 vira qua,
hai vg chdng tui con 14i xe qua San Jose,
California di an may an sung.

Chuyén nhv thé€ nay: Nhan doc bdo
thiy ¢6 néi d€n mdt ba ngudi Phi § Union
City, California bi tiéu dudng, nim 1991 hai
vd chdng ba ndy sang Lourdes cAu nguyén,
c6 chugc mot tugng Biic Me, dudi chan bitc
Me ¢6 mdt bit nhd dung nude thinh. Nim
1995 thi twgng nay bit ddu chiy ra ddu c6
mili thom hoa hdng. Chuyén vang di khip
ndi. Nhiéu ngudi d&n va dugc on chita lanh,
ho ciing mang tugng dnh d&€n. C6 mdt s&
tugng do ngudi dé€n thim viéng ting, trong
d6 c6 ca tugng Pic Me La-Vang. Da so
céc tugng nay ciing chdy ra diu mui hoa
hong (rf ra thi ding hon). C4 nhitng biic
tudng dang sau tugng thanh ciing rf ra ddu
hoa hdng, thim chi c4 khung cira ciing c6.
Ching con lién lac v6i ba ngudi Phi nay va
dugc ba cho cdi hen dén nha ba cdu
nguyén. Day la trudng hgp dic biét vi ba
biét tui con & xa d&n, chit schedule tir day
dén cudi nim da nghet citng. Trén dudng
di, con cdm thd'y hoi mét nhung phan khdi,
vira di vira 14n chudi. Nhd c6 em vg din
dudng, ching con d&n trudc nita ti€ng, roi
phdi doi thém mot tiéng nita vi ba c6 hen
bat ngd vdi cha linh huéng clia ba. Dgi dén
sdu gio rudi chiéu thi ba vé. Ba nhin ra
ngay hai v¢ chong tui con dang ding dgi
cling véi mot & ngudi Cong Gido Viét Nam
(khoang 25 ngudi).

Ba mdi vao nha, va uu ai tiép dai hai
vd chdng tui con. Con mang theo mot tugng
biic Me Fatima cao khodng ba feet, hai
tugng thanh gid bing gb, mot thdnh gid 1a
do cha Tu&n cho. Tui con mang ba tugng
vao dit trude ban thd, trudc mdt moi ngudi.
Roi cling nhau 1in chudi Mén coi. Trong
khi 1an chudi, con héi Bic Me: “Me di, Me
s& 1am gi cho con?” Roi con lai nghi dé&n
khong biét tugng minh mang dé&n sé& c6 hién
tuong la x4y ra khong? Ct bin khoin nhu
vay dudc mdt 14t, thi trong long bat ra 16i:
“Su la c6 x4y ra hay khong c6 phdi la ciu
canh cho ddi toi khong? Hay dé& Chia 1a

Cuc bat

Chia ctia t6i, Me 12 Me ctia toi. Khong thé
nao doi, hay ép budc Chia va Me phdilam
phép la cho t6i.” Tt Iic d6 con cdm thiy
binh an va ¢t chiém niém vé Chda va Me
nhu ho dang la va dang hién dién tru6c mit
con. Pdi lic con nghe nhu ¢6 15i du dd:
“Nay thf nhin xem tugng ctia anh ¢6 chiy
diu ra khong. C nhin di, c6 mit mat gi
dau?” Nhung con vin nhim mit va tiép tuc
néi chuyén véi Chia va Me. Sau chudi Man
¢0i, ¢6 cha linh hudng ctia ba chi nha, vira
tir Roma sang, xifc diu cho hai vg chdng
con va nhitng ngudi dau 6m khdc. Con xtic
dong la lung khi cha néi: “Nay con, ti 16i
con da dudc tha, con hdy ra vé trong binh
an va ty do.”

Sau d6, con Iti thiii budc d&n 6m tugng
Piic Me va hai tugng thdnh gid di vé, thi
moi ngudi la [én: “Trong kia, tugng Pic Me
ctia anh va hai tugng thanh gid dang chiy
ra ddu.” Con nhin vio tugng Diic Me va
hai thanh gi4, thi qua that ddu dang chiy ra
vd mli hoa hong thom ngao ngat quyén
quanh minh. Con 6m tugng hon tdi bui va
n6i: “O Chida va Me thuong con dén vy
u!” Khi vé d&€n nha ngudi em vg, dé tugng
trén ban, cac tugng vin ti€p tuc chiy ra diu
& ngay chd trdi tim v6i mii hoa hong ngao
ngat. C6 em vg cé mang theo tugng thanh
gia that thi cd ba Thdnh Giuse, Diic Me va
Chida Giésu déu chdy ra diu hoa hdng tir

trdi tim mdi tugng. Mdi sdng va dém trudc
khi di ngt, con quy mot minh trudc cic
twgng va ctt nhin vao chd diu dang a ra.

R6i mot dém, khi nhin dau dang ',
con syc tinh va nghe Chta héi con: “Nay
con, con dang tim phép la hay con dang tim
Ta? Con dang cAn phép la hay con cin chinh
Ta? Con dang thém diu hoa hong, con dang
mudn ném mili ngot ngio ctia ddu hoa hong
hay con dang cAn dén tinh thuong cia Me?
Con dang mudn Me dén vdi con hay con
dang mudn diu hoa hong d&n véi con?”

Con chodng ngudi va thua véi Chia:
“Lay Chda, Chta bi€t con 1a k& t0i 16i va
y&u dudi. Con chi cin Chiia 13 Pang Citu
D6 va Pang an (i dich thuc cho ddi con.
Chda la Chda cda con ma. Con yéu Chia
duy nhit”

Cha va anh chi em than yéu,

Xin ciu nguyén cho con vén mdng
don, y&u dudi, nhiéu khi con di coi trong
phép la hon 1a chinh Chda, 1dm phen con
chi muén dugc phép la ma khong mang dén
Chia. Than dif sao cif chdp chdn bén con,
dé dua con d&n viéc ton thd ngiu tugng,
say mé phép la hon say mé chinh Chia.
Xin cau nguyén cho con.

Binh an va Yéu thuong,
Cuc bat El
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Thanh Phaol6 mdi
goi chiing ta hdy budc di theo Than Khi (Ga
5, 16-18) d& dugc trd nén nhitng ngudi con
t do clia Thién Chiia. S6ng ddi kitd-hitu
tot dep 1a biét budc di theo Than Khi, d&
Than Khi din dua. Thin Khi din chiing ta
di dau?

I. THAN KHi VA MAU NHIEM DBUC
KITO.

Chiing ta hoc hdi nhiéu vé Piic Kitd,
nhung c6 thé vin chua bi&t Ngudi, chua yéu
mén va gin bé véi Ngudi. Ly do1a vi ching
ta chuta budc di theo Than Khi clia Ngudi.
Ngudi 1a Su Thét, nghia 1a Mac Khéi tron
ven Tinh Thuong cia Thién Chia. Va
khong ai ¢6 khd ning dwa din chiing ta vao
tAt ¢ Su That, ngoai trir Than Khi (Ga 16,
13), nhu 161 bic Kitd da hia.

Than Khi ¢6 nhitng dam mé ctia Than
Khi, ma nhitng dam mé Ay chdng lai céc
dam mé cua xdc thit (Gl 5, 17). Boi dang
cu lai nhau, khong doi trdi chung. Do d6
diéu kién diu tién @€ budc theo Than Khi
la khong thoa min cdc dam mé cla xic
thit (G1 5, 16).

Pam mé x4c thit c6 nhiéu loai (Gl 5,
20-21). P&i v6i chiing ta, twu trung c6 thé
quy vé bon loai:

+ Loai dam mé 6 u& lam cho tim hon
van duc vi nhitng tAm tinh, tu tuéng, 15i néi,
ctt chi khong trong sach. TAm hon khong
trong sach 1 tim hdn u i, khong thé nhin
tha'y Thién Chiia. Mudn budc theo Than Khi
Thanh Thién di vio miu nhiém Chda Kitd,
phdi can ddm chdng lai nhitng dam mé loai
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nay.

+ Loai dam mé ganh ghét xuat hién
du6i nhiéu hinh thitc, ddi khi rat tinh vi va
khéo tr hinh. Nhitng dam mé nay 12 mim
mdng buc tifc va chia ré&, khién c4 nhan va
cong doan khong dudc binh an, va lam cho
con ngudi khong hiéu dugce Tinh Yéu clia
Thién Chiia mac khéi noi Pic Giésu Kitd.
Mu6n bude theo Than Khi Tinh Yéu va
Hiép Nhat, phai tieu diét moi madm mdong
chia r& trong tim hon va khong ngirng xay
dung su hiép nhat.

+ Loai dam mé kiéu cing ciing thé
hién dudi nhiéu hinh thdi : 1ong tu 4i, sy
nhay cdm qud mifc ; sy 14n lu6t, khong bao
gid chiu thua ngudi khéc ; thai do dé& bat
binh ; thi do tu phu tw min ; théi quen chi¢u
theo y riéng minh.

+ Loai thich von ludi dé dii, do su
ning né ctia x4c thit khong mudn cd ging,
khong phin diu. Loai nay bi€u hién stc ¥
ctia xdc thit ngdn trg buge chan ngudi Kito-
hitu di theo Than Khi.

Muén budc theo Than Khi, phai déng
dinh x4c thit vao thip gid cling vdi cdc tinh
duc va dam mé (Gl 5, 24), d€ cho Than Khi
thic giuc, huéng din va chi€n dau trong
chinh minh.

Than Khi s& khong ngitng thanh luyén
tAm hon ching ta, &€ tim hon nhin thiy
Thién Chiia mac khai noi Dic Giésu Kitd.
Than Khi thanh luyén cling 12 Than Khi
Tinh Yéu, s& lam cho chiing ta hi€u dugc
Tinh Yéu cia Thién Chda bi€u 10 ndi Diic
Giésu Kitd, ti€p nhan va gin b6 véi Tinh
Yéu 4y.

A
‘

Than Khi ciing 12 PAng udn nin tim
hon, 1am cho chiing ta trd nén nhitng con
ngudi cdi md, mém déo, dé day, khiém nhu.
Than Khi 1am cho ching ta ¢6 khd ning
ling nghe Ldi, d6n nhan va thyc thi LJi.
Than Khi khai mé tinh than chiing ta cho
su hién dién ctia Chén Ly.

Than Khi 13 sttc manh, 13 hié¢u ning
chién thing sy uon ludi, khuynh huéng dé
dii budng troi. Than Khi 16i kéo chiing ta
di t6i, trdi qua cdc ching dudng cla cudc
song, bt chip moi chong gai hay chuéng
ngai, d€ chiing ta c6 thé vugt qua cling vdi
Dic Kit6 hanh trinh huéng vé Thién Chia.

1L BUGC THEO THAN KHI TREN CON
DPUONG VUQT QUA.

Con dudng cia Chia Kitd 1a con
dudng vugt qua; budc theo Chia Kitd Ia
budc di trén con dudng vugt qua cia Chia.
Kh¢ khin chinh cda chiing ta 1a khong vugt
qua dudc véi Chda. Ching ta khong vugt
qua dugc con ngudi clia minh d€ cing vdi
Chiia Kitd d&n v6i Chiia Cha. Mudn dén
vdi Chida Cha, cAn phdi rdi bd chinh minh,
r0i bd th€ gidi riéng clia minh: tinh cdm,
tién bac, y riéng, & thich, dinh kién...

Kinh Thanh va ngay cé kinh nghi¢m
thyc t& cho thiy tir b 12 diéu rat khé. Mudn
thuc hién dugc, phai chiéu theo sur thiic ddy
ctia Than Khi. Mu nhiém Vugt Qua 13 mau
nhiém XuAt Hanh: phdi ra di, ra khdi thé
gi6ind 1€. Con dudng vugt qua 1a con dudng
gidi phong.

Thién Chia 1a Pang gidi phong, gidi



thodt ching ta khoi nhitng dam mé xdc thit,
gidi phong ching ta khoi con ngudi clia
minh. Pugc gidi thodt khoi chinh minh,
chiing ta tr§ thanh con cdi ty do cia Thién
Chiia. Than Khi 12 PAng mé dudng xuit
hanh cho chiing ta. Tru6c hét Ngudi khai
md tim hdn clia chiing ta cho sy hién dién
clia Thién Chda.

Than Khi ndi k&t, khai mé, gidi phong,
tao ra nhitng quan h¢ mdi: hi€p thdng, soi
sdng, lam cho chiing ta tr¢ nén nhay cdm
véi nhitng gi4 tri thiéng liéng. Thin Khi 12
Sttc Manh, lam cho ching ta vugt moi tr§
ngai d€ c6 thé hién dién vdi Thién Chia.

A. THAN KHI LA DANG NOT KET.

Trudc hét, Thin Khi ndi két chiing ta
v6i Chida Kitd, va nhd lién két v6i Chda
Kit6, chiing ta méi c6 thé vugt qua vdi
Ngudi. Than Khi ndi két tinh cdm clia chiing
ta véi Chia Kit6, 1am cho tinh yéu cia
chiing ta d6i v6i Chiia Kit6 trd thinh mot
dam mé manh li¢t. Chinh dam mé nay s&
khi&n chiing ta d& dang tir bd cdc loai quyén
ri khdc, va sdn sang rdi bé con ngudi cii
clia minh.

Than Khi con ndi két tw tuéng ching
ta v6i Chua Kitd, gidp ching ta ludn nghi
t6i Chda. Nhd c6 hinh 4nh Chia Kit6 trong
tAm tri, chiing ta it bi chi phi bdi nhitng tu
twéng den t6i hay bi quan, nhitng ¥ nghi xdu
xa vé tha nhan, bdi nhitng vin dé thudng
quay ray chiing ta.

Than Khi con ndi két ching ta v6i anh
em, dé dong hanh véi anh em, bi€t ning
d3d va don nhdn sy gitip dd cia anh em.

Than Khi khong d€ chiing ta c6 don mot
minh trén con dudng vugt qua. Than Khi la
Pang tao ra nhitng quan hé méi, ngay cd
véi nhitng ngudi ma ching ta chung sng
trong thdi gian 14u dai. Sy nham chén trong
doi song thiéng liéng va doi sdng chung
thudng phat xudt tir sy thi€u d6i mdi ndi
tAm. Sy d6i mdi nay chi c6 thé thuc hién
dugc trong Than Khi.

B. THAN KHI LA DANG GIAI THOAT
VA LA SUC MANH.

Than Khi gidi thodt ching ta khdi
nhitng ddy mo ré md, ngin cdn chiing ta
hanh trinh theo Chda Kit6. Nhitng ddy rang
budc vo hinh, tuy ri't nhd, nhung rat nhiéu.
Chi ¢6 Than Khi ban cho chiing ta on can
dim nhd bat goc tat ca nhitng rang budc.

Than Khi con 1a sttc manh thin thiéng
lam cho chiing ta khong bao gid mét mdi,
mat stic trén con dudng hanh trinh. C6 Than
Khi, cang di tdi, ching ta cang dugc ting
thém siic Iuc, giong nhy Elia hanh trinh di
vé nii Horeb.

C. THAN KHI LA DANG SOI SANG VA
KHAI MO.

C6 nhitng lic dudng di cta ching ta
nhu mJ t6i, chiing ta cAn su soi sing clia
Than Khi, d€ di cho ding huéng, khdi rdi
vio nhifng vyc siu, hoic té ngd ning né
khé chdi diy. Quan trong hon ¢ 1a sy soi
sdng ctia Than Khi 1am cho chiing ta nhay
cam vdinhirng gid tri thiéng liéng, ma binh
thudng chiing ta nhin thiy xa vdji, khong
thuc t&, khong dn nhip véi doi sdng cla

minh.

Than Khi mé Iong mé trf cho chiing
ta, dé chiing ta nhin ra y mudn ctia Thién
Chia, gitip chiing ta gidi quyét tot dep cdc
vuéng mic, day ching ta cdch cu x{t cho
phlt hgp vdi on goi kitd-hitu.

D. THAN KHi LA DPANG HIEP THONG.

Thian Khi 1a Pang Hiép Thong.
Phaold goi Ngudila On Thong Hiép. Ngudi
ban cho chiing ta niém vui vd hanh phiic
nhitng Idc tim hdn ching ta két hiép vdi
Chia Kito, va nhg Chia Kitd, ching ta dugc
thay Thién Chia. Sy hiép thong giita ching
ta vdi Chiia Kitd va Thién Chda c6 thé xay
ra thudng xuyén, bat cif liic nao Thién Chiia
muon.

Than Khi con cho chiing ta thudng
ném sy ngot ngao ctia hiép thong huynh
dé, cAm nghiém niém vui trong tinh yéu
danh cho anh em.

Than Khi 1am cho sy sdng than linh
trong chiing ta trién nd va 16n 1én, dat t6i
tAm véc vién min clia Chda Kitd , vio ngay
ma chiing ta cling v6i Chida Kitd doi dién
vGi Chiia Cha céch tron ven.

1. BUGC THEO THAN KHI TREN
CON DUONG DAN THAN PHUC VU.

A. CONG VIEC PHUC VU CUA PUC
KITO.

Theo cédc Tin Mirng Nhat Lim, muc
tiu clia viec Ptic Giésu dén thé gian 12
“dé phuc vu va hy sinh mang séng lam gid
cifu chudc nhiéu nguoi” (Mt 20, 28). Trong
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tinh thin ctia Pitc Giésu, on citu d6 ma
Ngudi mang dén ciing dugc nhin trong quan
di€m phuc vu. Theo Tin Mitng Gioan, ctf
chi mac khai s& mang phuc vy cia Chia
rd rang va su xa hon ca 1a viéc “Nguoi
cii minh rita chdn cho cdc mén dé trudc
khi ra di chiu chét” (Ga 13, 1-17). Niém
vui va 1& sdng clia Ditc Giésu la phuc vu
Thién Chia va nhan loai cdch triét dé.

Cdc mon dé va cd Hoi Thanh déu
dugc DPic Giésu yéu ciu phuc vu chit dirng
thong tri (Mc 9, 35).

B. VIEC PHUC VU CUA CHUNG TA.

Dic Giésu doi hdi chiing ta sdng phuc
vy nhu mot thdi do nén ting, mot lya chon
cin béan.

1. Phuc vu phdi 1a thdi do nén ting.

Phuc vu phai 12 mot thdi do nén tang
chi phéi toan bd cudc song, tir 13i néi, cir
chi cho d&n quy€t dinh va hanh dong. Thdi
d6 nén ting cta con ngudi phuc vu 1a thdi
dd tu dit minh & dudi, chit khong & trén ; 1a
thdi do sdng cho tha nhan va vi tha nhan,
khong s6ng cho minh va vi minh.

Khuynh huéng khép minh, phong thi
va ty vé& it manh noi ching ta. Néu khong
c6 “siic manh Ién hon” tic dong, con ngudi
chiing ta s& khong thodt khoi sy rang budc
clia nhitng khuynh hudng nay. Pdi véi
ngudi Kitd-hitu, siic manh 4y 1a Than Luc
ctia B¢ Kitd Phuc Sinh. Mudn c6 thdi do
phuc vu dich thuc, ching ta phéi 12 nhitng
con ngudi day Than Khi. Ngai la Pang khai
md long tri, gitp chiing ta ra khdi chinh
minh, dua ching ta d&n v6i Thién Chiia va
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tha nhan.

2. Phuc vu 1a mot Iya chon.

Phuc vu 12 mot lya chon, vi chiing ta
c6 thé tir chdi, khong phuc vu, séng mot
cudc doi ich ky, chi song vi minh va cho
minh. Lya chon nay dugc goi la co béan, vi
né dung t6i nhitng gi vita thim sdu, vira
thuc t€ trong cudc ddi la nhitng quyén Igi
vat chdt va tinh than clia con ngudi. Sy lya
chon co ban nay doi khi rat cam go. N6 nhu
phai xé nat 16p man bao boc, dé cho cai toi
dugc gidi thodt. Sy xé rach nay lam cho
chiing ta rit dau dén, doi khi gidng sy huy
diét, giong nhu c4i chét. Kitd-hitu chiing ta
phéi rdt can ddm, méi lya chon con dudng
phuc vu, song cho Thién Chiia va tha nhan.
Moi ngudi chiing ta déu can on diing cim
ctia Than Khi d€ kién tri budce di trén con
dudng dan than phuc vu.

3. Phuc vu theo yéu ciu clia nhitng
ngudi chiing ta yéu mén.

Tinh than phuc vu bao gi¢ ciing sdng
su6t va nhay bén, bi€t kham pha céc nhu
cau clia tha nhian. Nhu ciu ctia con ngudi
thi v6 van, nén ngudi kitd-hitu cin dugc
Than Khi soi sing dé€ nhan ra bac thang
gid tri v sy cAp thi€t clia chiing, dong thoi
thdy dugc khd ning clia minh. Tinh thin
phuc vu cé thé thuc hién theo hai huéng
bd tiic cho nhau: hudng vé sinh hoat noi by
ctia Gido Hoi, va hudng ra bén ngoai Gido
Hoi hitu hinh.

C. NHO THANH THAN, VI THANH
THAN VA TRONG THANH THAN, XAY
DUNG NHIEM THE CHUA KITO.

Ai phuc vu Chda Kitd 12 sdng cho
Chiia va chét cho Chiia. Phuc vu Hi Thanh
la phuc vy Chia Kitd, vi Hoi Thanh 1a Than
Thé Huyén Nhiém ctia Chia Kitd, 1a Hon
Thé yéu dau clia Ngudi.

Ngudi ctia Hoi Thanh 12 ngudi song
va chét cho Hoi Thanh. Cudc ddi clia nhitng
con ngudi nay khong con thude vé ho nita,
nhung thudc vé Hoi Thanh va thudc vé
Chia Kito.

Théi do nén tdng ctia loai ngudi ndy
12 khong 1am gi riéng cho minh, ma lam tat
c4 cho Hoi Thanh. Trong thuc t&, thdi do
nay rat hi€m, vi con ngudi khdng ngling bi
cdm dd qui vé ban than. Nhiéu sinh hoat
trong Hoi Thdnh mang ddng vé phuc vu,
thyc ra con chifa dyng nhiéu 4n y phic tap
can dugc thanh tay khong ngitng. Kitd-hitu
chi 1a ngudi hoan toan phuc vu Hi Thanh,
khi ¢6 Than Khi ma Dtc Kitd Phuc Sinh
ban cho dé xay dung Nhiém Thé ctia Ngudi.

1. Phuc vu trong tinh thin hiép nhat.

Du 12 nhitng con ngudi diy gidi han,
chiing ta vin dugc Chia Kit6 diing 1am thg
vuon nho clia Ngudi, n€u ching ta mudn,
véi didu kién tit c4 ching ta déu linh nhin
Thénh Thin va quy huéng vé cling mot muc
tiéu duy nhat 12 xay dung Hoi Thénh.

Chung ta vira phai xdc tin, vira uGc ao
ménh liét quy vé ciing mét méi, thi méi c6
thé phuc vu cich chan thyc. PAu mdi sy
Duy Nhat 1a Chda Kitd, v ddu mdi hitu
hinh 12 B¢ Thanh Cha, 1a Gidm muc Gido
phén.

Theo Phaold, tat c4 ching ta, nhd chiu
thanh tdy ma nhip vio Thin Minh Doc



Nhat..., hét thdy ching ta dugc udng cling
Than Khi doc nhat (1Cr 12, 13). Than Khi
thiic ddy va ban on phuc vu 13 Thin Khi
DPoc Nhat (1Cr 12, 4), nén moi ¥ tuéng va
tam tinh chia ré€ trong nhitng ngudi phuc
vu Hoi Thénh, chic chin khong do Thanh
Than, nhung phat xuét tif con ngudi cii, hoic
do Satan xdi giuc. Ai mudn phuc vu Hoi
Thénh ddng theo ¥ mudn ctia Pifc Kitd va
st hudng din ctia Than Khi, phdi canh gidc
t6i da truSc nhitng hanh vi va 15i néi cla
minh ciing nhv cda tha nhén, cé thé tao ra
sy phan r€ hay phdn héa trong ndi bd Hoi
Thénh.

2. Dich vu da dién.

Muc tiéu duy nhat cia phuc vu 1a xay
dyng mot Than Minh Doc Nhat. Muc tiéu
d6 qué 16n lao ddi véi chiing ta, 1a muc tiéu
ctia Than Khi va clia moi ngudi kitd-hitu,
nén cong viéc phuc vu muc tiéu Ay chi c6
thé thyc hién bang nhitng dich vu da dién.

Du khong rdi bd tinh thin hiép nhat
nhu 12 thdi do nén ting, ching ta budc sang
cap do thit hai 13 1am nhitng gi d€ phuc vu
, va 1am nhu thé nao? Pay 12 mot cAu héi
rit thyc €, vi vira dung tdi doi tugng phuc
vu, vifa c6 tudng quan véi chi thé phuc vu.

Trong cdi nhin dic tin, quan hé dic
biét gilta mot cong viéc phuc vu vdi mot
chii thé phuc vu dugc coi la mot dic sling,
mot on dic biét clia Than Khi nhim xiy
dvng Than Minh Duy Nhat.

Ngudi lanh dao khdn ngoan trong Hoi
Thénh khong dap tit 4n siing, trai lai con
nudi dudng, phdthuy va huéng dan cic dic
siing quy vé mdt diu mdi duy nhat.

Cha thé dic sting phéi lgi dung i da
on riéng clia minh, khong dé pho truong,
hay lam diéu gi cho ban thin, nhung nhim
phuc vu Igi ich chung.

Chd thé phuc vu phai dung hoa vdi
ddi tugng duge phuc vu, vi vin dé& khong
chi 1a ai phuc vu, ma con la phuc vu ai?
Ditc 4i muc vu clia con ngudi dan thin phuc
vu s& lam cong viéc dung hoa ndy. Thin
Khi ¢6 thé 1am ndy sinh 4n siing cin thi€t
ndi chi thé phuc vu dé d4p ting cho nhitng
d6i tugng dudce phuc vu. VA lai day 13 1anh
viic ma an sung va ty do cong tdc véi nhau
céch mat thi€t. Nhd phuc vu cu thé, ngudi
kitd-hitu c6 co hoi phat trién kha ning clia
minh va khdm phd nhitng khd ning mdi.
Tat nhién khong nén qud dit ning dicu
nay,kéo 1am hdng tinh than vo vi 1gi clia
Tin Mung.

D. PHUC VU VO VI LOL

Dé budc theo Than Khi dan thin phuc
vu trong Hoi Thanh, diéu diu tién ching
ta can x4c tin va ludn ludn tim niém I dirng
bao gid nghi d€n quyén Igi riéng clia minh.

Quyén 1di riéng, du6i bt cit hinh thic
nio, déu 1am cho chiing ta trd nén nhitng
con ngudi tinh todn e d&, khong ddm liéu
minh vi Chia Kitd va Hoi Thanh. C6 khi
quyén ¢i riéng con dua dén nhitng 13i néi,
viéc 1am thi€u diic 4i, nhim gidm thiéu hay
triét ha uy tin clia ngudi khéc; dua dén sy
chia ré& trong ndi bd Gido Hoi, tao ra nhiing
guong mu Ién trong gido dan, va doi khi
cho ca luong dén.

Tinh than vu 1¢i hoan toan di ngugc

vdi ban chit clia viéc phuc vu, lam cho viéc
phuc vu bi ung thdi tif bén trong. Do diu
6c vu 1di, bat cif cong viéc phuc vu ndo,
ngay cé viéc phuc vu Loi Chda hay Ban
Thanh, déu trd nén mot sy lam dung hay
truc 1gi dng nguyén ria. Tinh than vu Igi
1 tinh than thé gian, khong ngirng cdm dd
va rinh rip nhitng con ngudi phuc vu, nhat
1a trong nhitng lic mdi mét, budn phién.
C4m dd hudng thu 1a mot cdm dd khé trdnh,
ngay c4 doi véi cac muc it trong Hoi Thénh.

Muén tranh khdi tinh thdn vu 19i,
chiing ta phai khong ngirng chiéu theo sut
16i cudn cla Than Khi, huéng vé Thién
Chia va tha nhan; khong ngirng ra khoi
minh, ri bé minh, chAp nhan mat mat, thiét
thoi, khdng dudc gi cho riéng minh.

Con ngudi phuc vu vo vi 1gi la con
ngudi khong doi hdi, khong chd dgi ngudi
khdc dédp tra, do d6 trG nén nhitng con ngudi
tu do dich thyc. Con ngudi phuc vu vo vi
1¢i bi€t chia sé nhitng gi minh c6 hay nhin
dugc trong khi phuc vu. Long rdng rdi va
tinh than khé nghéo di doi véi viéc phuc
vu v vi lgi.

Ngudi phuc vu vo vi Idi la con ngudi
bao dung, bi€t ton trong tu do ctia ngudi
khac, khong dp dédo tha nhin cach doc doén,
bit budc ho phai nhan sy phuc vu clia minh.
Ngudi vo vi Igi lic nao ciing sdn sang phuc
vu, khdng ngai ngling, khong chin chd vi
sd thiét thoi. Ngudi vo vi 1gi bi€t vui khi
yéu thuong va vi yéu thuong, tim thd'y niém
vui va hanh phic trong khi phuc vu.

E.PHUC VU KHIEM TON VA AM THAM.
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Thanh Than 12 mdt vi Thién Chia
khiém ton, khong ngirng phuc vu Chiia
Kitd, phuc vu Hoi Thanh, phuc vu nhan loai
mdt cdch Am thim.

Thanh Than soi sdng tim hdn kitd-
hitu cich Am thim, nhe nhang thic dy hay
gdi ¥, khong bao gid 4p dit. Thanh Thin
1a vi Thién Chia ctia chiéu siu, nén khong
chAp nhan phd truong bé mit. Cang ngly
Thanh Thin dudng nhu cang it thich nhitng
viéc la lung, vi dai, nhitng vi¢c lam kinh
thi€n dong dia; trdi lai Ngai cang Anmit di
ma van hoat dong khong ngirng.

Khiém t6n 12 dic tinh ¢St y€u clia con
ngudi phuc vu. Ngudi kiéu cing khong thé
phuc vu dugc, nhung chi cai tri va dp dao,
vi phuc vu 1a dat minh § dudi ngudi khéc,
ma ngudi ki€u ngao thi dit minh Ién trén.
Khi phuc vy, ngudi ki€u ngao thudng 1am
si nhuc, lam mat ti do ctia nhiéu ngudi, tao
ra bit binh noi nhiéu ngudi khic nita.

C4m dd hdo danh ciing rinh rip con
ngudi phuc vu. Khi phuc vu, nhiéu ngudi
mudn cho thién ha bi€t minh phuc vu, cong
nhan sy hy sinh clia minh, hodc mudn dugc
dé cao trong cong viéc minh phuc vu. Vi
thi€u khiém t6n, nhiéu ngudi thit vong va
u budn, khi khong dugc hoan nghénh, hay
khi tht bai trong cong viéc. Vi thi€u kién
tri va khiém t&n, nhiéu ngudi sdn long va
nan chi, bé d§ cong viéc phuc vu.

D€ c6 thé chap nhan sy Am tham tron
ven trong khi phuc vu, ngudi kitd-hitu phéi
c6 ddi song k&t hiép mat thiét v6i Thién
Chda. Ho chi cAn Thién Chda nhin thiy
trong kin 4n nhitng viéc ho lam va thudng
cong cho ho cach Am tham kin d4o. Chinh
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vi thé, vai trd ctia Than Khi cing quan trong
va can thi€t cho nhitng dich vu dm thdm,
hon ca nhitng viéc 1am 10 thién hay mat
ndi. . )

F. BUGC THEO THAN KH{ HET MINH
PHUC VU.

Tinh thin phuc vu dich thuc bao gid
ciing dva t6i hanh dong cu thé, chit khong
dirng lai lanh vuc suy twhay ¥ mu6n. Chinh
vi thé ma c6 vAn dé rit cu thé ditra la
phuc vu dén mitc nao?

Khong thé nio khong dit ra van dé
nay, vi siic con ngudi ¢6 han, hon nita con
¢6 quy ludt thai gian. VA lai ich 1gi cia viéc
phuc vu tinh thin khong thé do ludng dudgc.
Con ngudi chi ¢6 thé do ludng sitc minh bd
ra d€ phuc vu. Ngoai ra su huéng ngoai
khong ngling ctia mt con ngudi phuc vu,
d&€n mot lic nao d6, vira tré nén nguy hai
cho chi thé phuc vu, vira vo bd cho ddi
tugng dudc phuc vu.

C6 nhitng nguyén tic nao gidp song
cudc ddi phuc vu theo Than Khi mot cich
hitu ich va quén binh ?

1. Phuc vy hét minh.

Ngudi kitd-hitu bugc theo Than Khi
ldc ndo cling phéi sin sang phuc vu va phuc
vu hét minh. Dan thin c6 nghia 1a dua thin
minh vao, dua tinh ¢cdm va tri tué, dua con
ngudi va cudc doi vao cong viéc phuc vu.
Long nhiét thanh ddi véi Nha Chda cilia
ngudi kit6-hitu phai md phong 1ong nhiét
thanh ctia Ditc Kitd doi v6i cong viée clia
Thién Chiia. Long mén ddi véi Thién Chiia
va tha nhin phai thic bach ngudi kitd-hitu
dan than khong tinh todn.

Théi do ludi bi€ng va b li chic chin

di ngudc vdi thdi d0 phuc vu nhiét tinh. Sy
ngai nging va ludi bi€ng c6 thé trd hinh
du6i nhiéu bd mit: 1y do stc khoé, muc
thudc, ditc 4i doi v6i ban than. Ngoai ra
con ¢6 ngudi, tu ban chit, ué€ odi va won
ludi. Ngudsi khéc thi tinh tinh hay thay ddi
va bd db cong viéc. Cin phdi khic phuc
nhitng nét xdu ndy, n€u mudn trd nén
nhitng con ngudi phuc vu dich thyc trong
chan ly va ddc 4i.

2. Boi héi phuc vu tiy theo cudng vi.

Di nhién moi ngudi kitd-hitu déu dugc
mdi goi phuc vu, nhung cling c6 nhitng on
goi phuc vu dic biét hon, dé 1a on goi tdn
hi€n cho Thién Chda va cho Hoi Thénh.
On goi nay, trong thuc t& va trong nhitng
moi trudng da dang, con phin ra nhiéu loai:
Phuc vu ngudi bénh, ngudi ngheo, ngudi
tan tit, phuc vu thanh thi€u nién, phuc vu
nhi dong... N&u hoan cinh cho phép, mdi
ngudi nén chuyén cAn va hing say trong
lanh vyc ctia minh, khong nén 6m ddm, vi
om ddm sé 1am thiét hai stic khoé cdch vo
ich va lam gidm hiéu ning phuc vu.

Nhung ngudi c¢6 on goi tin hi€n phai
ludn ludn phuc vu nhiéu hon ngudi khéc,
phdi di trudc, phdi lam guong, phdi 16i cudn
ngudi khac phuc vu. Ngudi tin hién khong
dugc bing 1ong véi cudc song clia mot
nguoi nhu moi nguoi.

3. Can nhdc trong cong viéc phuc vu.

Du phuc vu hét minh, ngudi kito-hitu
can phai cAn nhic trong cong viéc phuc vu.
Can nhic khong 12 mot thdi do tinh todn
vu lgi, nhung 12 mot thdi d6 sdng sudt, bit
lugng stc minh, bi&t ddnh gid mdi trudng
vi cOng viéc. Su cin nhic con phai ty



cuong vi.

Su cin nhic quan trong hon cd, khi
con ngudi phéi lya chon gitta cudc dvi tdn
hi&n hay cudc ddi binh thudng nhu nhitng
con ngudi khéc.

O mot c&p do khéc, su cn nhic cin
thi€t cho su lya chon cong viéc va moi
trudng phuc vu, trong trudng hgp dugc tyf
do Iya chon. o} cap do khic nita, con c6 thé
can nhic vé thdi gian, d€ giit dugc sw quan
binh giita chii thé phuc vu. C6 nhitng trudng
hgp can phai giit gin mang séng va siic khoé
@& phuc vu lau dai. Di nhién ¢ day ngudi
kitd-hitu khong thé t lira dSi minh bing
thdi do hén nhét va hudng thu. Dé trdnh sy
t lira d6i, kitd-hitu phai ludn ludn ghi nhé
minh khong nhitng 1am viéc cho Thién
Chta va tha nhan, ma con cling lam viéc
vdi Thién Chida va tha nhan.

G. TU BO CHINH MINH BE PHUC VU.

1. Tir bd y riéng d€ phuc vu.

Phuc vu Hoi Thanh trong Than Khi
1a phuc vu theo y ctia Hoi Thénh, theo nhu
ciu cia Hoi Thanh.

Chiing ta khong thé rao gidng Tin
Mirng theo kiéu riéng, theo s3 thich va biing
nhitng phuong tién riéng, nhung phai theo
dudng 16i muc vu ctia Hoi Thanh toan cau
va Hoi Thanh dia phuong.

Pudng 16i 12 huéng di ciia Hoi Thanh
vdi nhitng nét 16n cAn thé hién hay tGng
dung cho hoan cénh dic thi.

Dung hoa dudng 16i va hoan cinh 1a
mot ngh¢ thuit cao vdi. Thadnh Grégorid
C4 cho ring Muc Vu 1a “nghé thudt trén
hét cdc nghé thudr”. Nghé thuit ndy tién

van phat xut tif 1ong mén : yéu mén va tin
wdng Gido Quyén, yéu mén hoan cinh va
nhitng d6i tugng duge phuc vu. RAt nhiéu
khi sy dung hoa phai 1a nhirng vin dung
sdng tao khd manh dan, nhung khong thé
13 ¥ riéng thuin tdy bat chip gido quyén.

Mu6n tranh Iam theo ¥ riéng, phai tip
ddi thoai v6i ngudi trén, tip nhan dinh ding
vé con ngudi va hoan cdnh, tip vugt qua
thdi d chd quan bing su phdn tinh thudng
Xuyén trong cudc song.

2. Tir bd tinh cdm d€ phuc vu.

Chiing ta khong thé 1am cong viéc
phuc vu trong Hoi Thanh theo tinh cam ca
nhan: chim séc 81 da nhitng ngudi minh
thich, bd roi nhitng ngudi minh khong c6
cam tinh.

Di nhién trong nhiéu trudng hdp c6
thé Iya chon ddi tugng d€ phuc vu tity theo
titng gidi phi hgp v6i kha nang va sd thich
clia chinh minh. Nhung diéu nay khong c6
nghia 13 phuc vu theo tinh cam va tuy tién.

Chiing ta con phai tir b tinh cim theo
mot nghia khdc nifa 13 khong dé tinh cdm
riéng chi phdi cong viéc phuc vu, khong
dé phé phan va quyét dinh clia chiing ta bi
cdm ftinh hay 4c cdm chi phdi. Viéc phuc
vu clia chiing ta cling khdng nén bi chi phoi
bdi cdm tinh ty nhién d6i vdi mot s6 ngudi
trong Gido Quyén. Chiing ta phdi coi cong
viéc phuc vu 1a bon phan, 13 st mang phai
thi hanh, du ngudi trén 1a ngudi ching ta
khdng wa thich.

3. Tir bd ctia cdi d€ phuc vu.

Ai khong tir b clia cai thi khong thé
phuc vy, vi khdng sém thi mudn, ngudi
khong tir bd cha cai s€ bo d§ cong viéc phuc

vu hay bi€n cong viéc phuc vu thanh
phuong thé 1am tién. N&u khong tit bd ctia
cdi, ching ta s& bd roi nhitng doi tugng
nghéo khd ma Than Khi mudn ching ta
phuc vu tin tinh hon ca.

Clia cdi clia ngudi hi€n than phuc vu
phai cling vdi ngudi 4y huéng vé cdc doi
tugng dudc phuc vu.

4. Tt bd sy song dé phuc vu.

Piic Giésu di thi mang song dé phuc
vu Thién Chda va nhan loai. Ngudi mdi
goi chiing ta tif bd sy s6ng clia minh dé
budc theo Ngudi, theo sy huéng din cla
Than Khi ctia Ngudi trén con dudng phuc
vy.

Cap bic cao nhat clia viéc tif bd sut
song 12 sin sang hy sinh mang song, khi
viéc phung thd Thién Chda va phuc vu tha
nhan doi héi. Nhung con nhitng cip bic
thdp hon ma rit thudng xuyén ching ta
khong sén sang hy sinh: d6 1a thoi gio, la
sG thich, 1a stc khoé, 1a cdc quan hé gia
dinh va xa hoi. N6i chung, ching ta phai
ham minh va hy sinh khi can.

T bé sy s6ng minh theo nhu Dic
Kitd doi hdi, bi€u hién trong thuc t&€ bing
viéc phan ddu va nd lyc hiing ngdy. Theo
ki€u néi clia Phaold, chiing ta phai chét di
hiing ngay d€ cing song lai vdi Ptic Kito,
va nhd dé dudc vui tuoi va hanh phiic trong
chinh sy hy sinh phuc vu ctia minh. Niém
vui la hoa qua cta Phuc Vu cling 1a hoa
qué ctia Thdn Khi.

(Trich trong www.simonhoadalat.com)
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Ngoc Thé, SJ

Nguyén

Chuyén k€ ring,
mot chi ngudi bén luong c6 chdng Cong
Gido, nhung khi cu6i nhau chi van chua
duogc rira toi. Khi chdng di hoc tap cdi tao,
chi van trung thanh va thudng 1én thim
nudi. Sau mot 1an di tham nuodi vé, chi khdm
ph4d minh c6 thai va béo tin vui cho chdng.
Chdng nghe nhung ching vui chit nao,
ngudc lai con nghi ngd vg minh. Véi thdi
gian bao thai 16n dan. Chi vui trong ong,
nhung ciing dau dén trong tAm, vi chdng
khong tin minh, hang xdm ciing dém ngd
va 18i qua ti€ng lai v6i vé khinh khi.

Ai hi€u dugc ndi dau nay? Pita bé
trong bung lam gi ra tdi ma sao khi chua ra
ddi da bi ngudi doi cudi ché ? Rdi ngudi cha
ctia né ciing khong chiu dén nhian né. Ra
dudng con ddm nhin ai, vi moi cip mit déu
khinh miét nhin chi. M&i chiéu di lam vé,
chi déu suy nghi, nén ching gift lai dita bé
nay? Ptta bé ra doi roi doi mit clia né c6
thé& can ddm nhin cudc ddi vdi bao cdp mit
cudi ché kia khong? Di v6i ndi dau, di véi
su bt cong clia cudc ddi. Roi khi di ngang
qua mdt ngdi nha thd, chi bdng nhin xuyén
qua hang rao va bit gip cip mit clia mot
ngudi phu nit. Chi nhin 1€n ba va tdm sy.
Chi néi véi ba vé ndi khd tim trong 1ong.
Chi hdi ba xem ba nghi thé nao vé dita bé
trong bung chi: “N6 ¢6 quyén d€ dugc sinh
ra ddi? N6 c6 quyén nhin thing vao cudc
ddi khi n6 dudc sinh ra khdng?” Chi néi va
chi khéc. Cudi cting, thay vi nghe dudgc 13i
dap tra, chi nhan dugc mdi sy binh an siu
thdm, sy binh an xudt phat tir cdi nhin ddy
nhin hiu va cdm thong ctia ngudi phy nit
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dang ding kia. Ai vay? B¢ la Maria.
T d6, chi quyét dinh gin giit dita bé,
mic cho cip mit cda cudc doi hat hi.

Mot thanh nién nghién ngip, rugu
che, choi bdi trac ting. Du la ngudi Cong
Gido d6, du dugc cha me gido duc trong
mdi trudng dic tin d6, nhung Chia va Me
khong con hién dién song dong trong dvi
anh nira. Tir ngay xa gia dinh, anh da lin
xa vao cudc ddi, thay vi dugc 4p U trong
vong tay ngudi Me va trong tinh yéu cia
Thién Chda, anh dugc thé gian nhdi nin.
Cu6i cling anh ciing “gian” nhu th€ gian
nay. Chi ¢6 gian mdi c6 gid. Chi c6 gian
mdi cd thé trd thainh mot ngudi hiing. “Ngau
that!” Ldi khen nay that cé gia tri v6inhitng
ngudi thudc vé thé gian. Vi th€, song sao
cing dugc, mién 12 phai “ngiu”.

Giita chdn phil hoa nay, giita cudc dua
dé trd thanh ngudi hiing, ngudi “ngiu doi”
ctia th€ gian, anh da gip mdt phu nit. Noi
gdp g0 la lang Lo-Dtic. Nhung tai sao anh
lai d&n Lo-Piic? “Pi cho dzui ddi. Chuyén
kinh véi ké dé ngudi khéc lo, xin ditng nhic
tdi tén tdi trong chuyén dé nhé!”

Nhung rdi mot ngdy ditng truéc hang
da Lo-bic anh doc dugc chuyén ngudi phu
nit da khuyén con cdi Ba phdi lam th& ndo
dé dugc citu rdi. Nao 1a chuyén 1an chudi,
xung toi nay, nao 1a thip n&n nay, ndo la
chuyén u6ng nudc nay va ca chuyén in cd
nita chit. Rdi con ky cuc 1a phdi tim bing
thit nudc tir dong sudi kia nita. Nghi t6i nghi
lui, cudi ciing anh quyét dinh: “Chdi luon!
Chdi cho ddi biét tay! Chdi cho xting danh

Maria Trong Cudoc Doi

1a ké ngiu doi.”, dit ké ngdu ddi dau c6
1am nhitng chuyén “t€u JAm” nhw bao ngudi
danglam: nhit cé ma in, x&p hang dé dugc
tam... Cudi cling in cd nhung in Ién, thay
vi tim cong khai nhu moi ngudi thi di 14y
may cdi thiing kin nudc tir dong sudi va vao
khdch san doi tim. Ngoai ra anh cling lam
nhitng diéu kién khic. “Cudc di thit sung
sudng. Minh cling dau thua gi nhitng con
ngudi dao dic thanh thién kia!” Nhitng gdo
nudc tlr dong sudi kia nhu dua lai cho anh
mot cam gidc mdi. Cam gidc “phé” nhu
nhitng 14n anh “phé” trong ddi.

Vo cudi the ky thit 15, mot bé trai
chao dgi. Cudc doi ctia bé dugc “gdi ghém”
trong gidi thugng luu. Cau bé cang 16n cang
dugc thuong yéu va dugc hudn luyén k§
ludng trong nhiéu phuong dién. Va cudi
cling ciu trd thainh mdt tay ki€m cu phéch,
mot chang thanh nién gidi vo thuat, va lam
cho con tim clia bao thi€u phu va tiéu thu
dai cdc rung dong, mot ngudi c6 khit vong
theo dudi danh vong trong cudc ddi, mot
ngudi khong thi€u thén tdi 18i va 12 mot
anh hiing clia nhitng tran chién.

Trong mot trin chi€n ddu bdo vé
ménh dit clia qué huong minh 12 dat nu6c
Tay-Ban-Nha trudc quan Phdp, ciu da bi
trong thudng, mot chin bi gdy va chan kia
bi thuong kh4 ning. Cudi cling ciu phéi dé
ngudi ta md vét thuong noi chin minh.
Trong lic chdn chudng ndm trén giudng
bénh, cAu da xin ngudi ta dua cho cdu may
cudn “ki€m hiép” doc cho ddi tudi hon,
nhung trong nhi d6 ngudi ta ching ki€m



dau ra mot cudn ndo cho chang “hiép si
anh hiing no”. Cudi ciing danh phai dwa cho
cu cudn: “Cudc ddi chda Kitd” va cudn
“Hanh céc thinh” doc cho “dd va”.

Ching bi€t ¢6 “d3 vA” hay khong,
nhung chuyén k€ riing ciu di say mé doc
va roi 1au lau budng sich xudng, thay vi
nghi vé nhitng chuyén dao difc cta cdc
thénh, ciu da nghi d€n nhitng cong téc ciu
s& thuc hién d€ hau ha mot ti€u thd, cdch
thitc @& di d€n ndi nang &, nhitng bai tho
va nhitng 11 1€ s€ ndi véi nang, nhitng tran
ddnh s& thing hiu nang. Khong 1& cic
thanh lai d§ nhu vy sao? Chang hiép si
chi nghi d&n chuyén clia cudc ddi nay thoi
sao? Khong, 1au 1du cdu cling bi ddnh dong:
“Gi4 to1 lam nhitng viéc thanh Phanxicd hay
thdnh Pa-Minh da 1am thisao?” va “Thdnh
Phanxicd da 1am viéc nay, thi toi cling phéi
lam viéc d6; thinh Pa-Minh da 1am viéc
no, thi tdi ciing phai lam.”

Hai sy tudng tugng, hai giao dong va
hai huéng di. Cau sé di vé dau?

Chuyén k€ ti€p ring vio mot dém,
dang khi thifc tinh, cdu thay hinh 4nh Pic
Me véi Chiia Hai Pdng trong mot lic 1au.
Nh& hinh 4nh d6, cdu d cam thdy tim hon
phan khéi la thudng, ghé t6m it cd quing
doi qud khit, dic bi€t nhitng dam mé x4c
thit, va ¢ cdm tuéng 13 tAt ca nhitng hinh
anh cii bi tdy x6a trong tim hon. Tl gidy
phiit d6 tré di, khong mot 1An nao cAu nghi
dén cdc dam mé x4c thit ma 14y 1am thich
thi. Theo thoi gian ciu da thay doi. Ddi
cdu bay gid khong con béng clia nhirng
thi€u phu va nhitng ti€u tho dai cdc nita

ma 13 mot phu nit danh gid gdp ngan 1an.
Cu6i ciing'ciu da quyét dinh dang chinh
thanh ki€m 1a bi€u tugng ddi minh cho
ngudi phu ni d6.

Ba miu ngudi - ba doi song. TAt ci
déu gip gd mot phu nit. Cudi cling ¢4 ba
déu bi cudn hit bdi ngudi phu nit d6 -
Maria.

Maria di di vao cudc doi ctia chi, cia
anh va clia chang hiép si. D6i mt clia Maria
da bit gip tirng ciip mit ctia ba ngudi. Cai
dic biét trong nhitng 1An Maria “dua tinh”
13 keém theo sy binh an siu thim.

Su binh an ctia Maria xé nat dau khg
ctia chi, xoa diu lai vét thuong cudc ddi gy
ra cho chi, ban thém cho chi can ddm va
sttc manh buéc di.

Su binh an ctia Maria ciing anh di vao
“nhitng 1an khéi” cla cdc “nang tién niu”,
dé cling anh khdm ph ra sy thé thim sau
“céi phé” clia cudc doi, va cudi ciing véi
anh nhdn ra ddu 13 “cdi phé” thit sy dem
lai hanh phc.

Su binh an ctia Maria da 1am cho tay
ki€m cy phach kia phai budng ki€m va quay
trd lai, @€ thay vi hiing hdi di chi€m doat
va hiu ha nhitng gi 13 hu danh, thi say mé
1én dudng theo tiéng goi ctia Thién Chia.

Hom nay chi, anh va ngudi hiép si kia
ra sao?

Chi da trd thanh ngudi con cdi ciia Me,
ctia Chiia. Pifa con trong bung ma ¢6 1an
“xém” bi rudng bé gits di 16n khon va cling
véi chi song niém tin vio Chia.

Anh da tlr gid nhitng gi 1a “phé” cla
thé gian, git ddy dang “phé” trong tinh yéu
Thién Chda. Cudc ddi clia anh di tin hi€n
cho Chiia vd Me va cho cé th& gian trong
vi tri 12 mot tu si, mdt anh em clia ngudi
hiép si dugc nhic dén & day.

Chang hiép si cla th€ ky thit 15, tén
la I-Nha gi¢ da lia doi, nhung doi khong
quén I-Nha, vi I-Nha di trd thanh mot vi
thdnh. Cau da cing mot s6 anh em 1ap nén
cong doan Giésu Hitu va gi ddy trén khip
th& gidi bao hoc trd va bao ngudi dang cling
v6i I-Nha s6ng doi tan hi€n phuc vu Thién
Chda, Me Maria va moi ngudi.

Cudi cing, con ban va tdi, chi va em.
Maria di vao va & lai trong cudc ddi mdi
ngudi ching ta nhu th€ nao? Binh an ma
Maria trao ban cho chiing ta da lam cho ddi
song clia chiing ta thing ti€n hon, va niém
tin clia chiing ta vao Chda dugc trién nd
hon? U6c gi hinh béng Maria s& ludn sdng
dong trong cudc ddi mdi ngudi chiing ta!

Pé& két thiic vai hang tim sy ndy, xin
ban, xin Chi va xin em cling vdi tdi va cling
v6i ba nhan vat dugc nhic & day doc Ién
mot Kinh Kinh Mimng, d€ ca khen ngui phu
nit danh gid hon tit cd moi ngudi phu ni.

Kinh mitng Maria ddy on phiic, Piic
Chiia Troi & cung Ba,

Ba ¢6 phiic la hon moi nguoi nit va
Giésu con long Ba cung Phiic lg.

Thdanh Maria Piic Me Chiia Troi cdu
cho chiing con la ké cé tdi, khi nay va trong
gio lam ti.

Amen. El
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Nhip Cau

Thu Tin

Trong s& bdo nay Nhip Cau Thu Tin
lai duge héi sinh nho nhitng lugng thudc
bd day tinh thuong ciia doc gid gdi vé.

Long thiiong mén nay la dong luc gitip
cho moi nguoi trong ban bdo, tit ban bién
tdp dén nguoi phu trdch lay-out, tir nguoi
di xin bai dén nhitng nguoi lo déng bdo,
gdi bdo ... cam thdy phdn khdi hon trong
viéc lam nhip cdu néi lien tinh thuong gia
dinh Pong Hanh.

Xin tiép tuc ditng ngai nging khen, ché
t0 bdo ciia cdc ban. Khen cho chiing toi
ditgc vitng tdm va én tinh than. Ché dé to
bdo cang ngay cang dvoc cdi thién hon. Nhu
vdy khen hay ché déu cé ich cho to bdo clia
cdc ban hét. Xin chia sé nhiing tam tinh
cdc anh chi gdi vé cho ban bdo:

“... bdo ky nay dep tit hinh thitc dén
ndi dung, va nhat 1a ra ding ky han, that
hoan hd cdc anh chi hét minh. Minh biét
ring d& c6 mot tJ bdo dep d&, dé thuong
nhu viy, cdc anh chi dd phdi hy sinh biét
bao cong sic va thi gig ...”

Anh chi Vuong Thinh-Nga
Tulsa, OK

“..camtd bido DH 1én doc, cd baicidm
dong dén roi 1€, c¢6 bai lam toi suy nghi,
bin khoin. Toi thdy 3 bdo hitu ich qua.
C4m on cdc anh chi d niu cho doc gid
chiing t6i nhitng mén in tinh thin nay.
Nhitng bai chia sé vé gia dinh gitip chiing
t6i c6 mdt cdi nhin khdc vé hon nhin, vé
gia dinh clia ching toi. Song ban ron nhiéu
khi khong c6 thi gid suy nghi, dé bi 16i cudn
theo cdi dinh nghia hanh phic cda xa hoi
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ngay nay. Doc nhitng bai trong bdo lam toi

phaikhyng lai suy nghi, cdi gi lam cho minh

hanh phiic, cdi gi ddng quy, cdi gi khong
ddng quy trong dvi.”

Anh Huing

San Gabriel, CA

“.. tir hinh thitc d&€n noi dung déu
phong ph, rat dic biét, c6 mot khong hai.
Liic nhan dugc bao PP gianh nhau doc ngau
nghi&€n. Mdi bai déu ddnh dong va gitp ich
cho doi song ndi tam va thich thd phan khdi
hon d€ di theo Thay. Mdi 1an nhin dugc
béo thd'y minh dugc ning d& va phan khdi
ghé 1im!

Riéng muc phéng van rit 1y thi da
gitip PP hoc hdi dugc nhiéu, nhu cich day
con lam Phiit Hoi TAm. Cdch nay PP chuyén
tdi cdc em teens trong khéa Ephata vira qua,
gitip cdc em rat nhiéu. Hoan nghénh idea
va effort ca cdc anh chi...”

Anh chi Phan &Thu Phong
New Orleans, LA

“... nhd chuyén 13i d&n ban bdo giim
em 12 bdo cd hai ky vira rdi rat 1a dep va
hay, c& hinh thic 13n ndi dung. Em doc bai
ctia Cha Dominici vé& gia dinh rat 1a thich
va dugc danh dong véi cau: Chiia Ki-t6 tré
nén Trong Rong va vo chong ciing dige moi
yéu nhu Chiia Ki-t6 yéu bdng cdch nay.

Em ciing appreciate bai chia sé phong
van clia Chung Thy. They are such wonder-
ful couple to be witness for Christ ...”

Chi Kim-Anh
Phoenix, AZ

“... Bdo di! Bdo that 1a dep! Khong
nhitng vé hinh thifc ma cd nodi dung. Xin
cam on that nhiéu nhé. Di gia dinh da sip
stta bugc vao thién nién ky mdi, thé€ ma
nhitng chia sé ctia cdc anh chi trong s6
Truéc Ngudng Cita Hon Nhan vin nhu
nhitng bai hoc vd long. Nhitng tdm tinh don
50, rat that d6 12 nhitng hanh trang quy gid,
xin dugc trin trong mdi ngay.

Cam on cdc anh chi di va s& md long
minh ra. Cim on bdo PH da cho nhitng cla
in tinh thin that ngon nay. Xin c4m on that
nhiéu nhé!..”

Chi Udng-Nhung
Houston, TX

“... nhitng feedback cta cdc anh chi
trong ky hop mit toan phong trao vira qua
cho chiing tdi biét ring ban Bdo dang do-
ing something very exciting and very good,
khong nhitng ddp ng nhu ciu ddc gid ma
con surpassed their expectation.”

Anh Hung
Phoenix, AZ

“...nhan dugc miy s bdo clia cdc anh
chi ving TAy Nam g6i dén, em doc ngiu
nghi€n hét tAt ci qua mot 1an, khi khong
con gi doc nita thi doc lai nhitng bai em
thich nhit. C4dm on nhitng chia sé rat that
va sdu ddm cua anh chi Hung-KimAnh.
Nhirng kinh nghi€m quy bdu nay gitp thém
cho chiing em trong ddi song phuc vu, dvi
sdng gia dinh, ciing nhu tinh thudng cho con
cai.

Tuan qua Cha Thanh vé day véi khéa
linh thao 7 ngay, cha thiy td bdo, dd ra thay
hinh gia dinh anh chi Hung, cha néi: Mdi
nu cudi ciia mdi chdu nhd néi 1én tinh nét
riéng ctia mdi dita, that dic biét, that dé
thuong qud...”

Loan & Loc
San Jose, CA

Xin chan thanh cdm dn tinh thuong cac
anh chi dinh cho bdo Pong Hanh. Xin cic
anh chi ti€p tuc néi chuyén véi ban bao, dé
ching t6i cim nhdn dugc sy thin thudng
giita td bdo va doc gia.
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Chiia Oi, Con LA Ai? .o $5.00
Chitng Nhan Hy Vong - TGM FX Nguyén V. Thudn .. $10.00
Cd Pon va Su Tu Do - Nguyén T. Thuong................. $10.00
Di Tim Anh Em - LM Gildo Dominici Bé Minh Tri... $10.00
Pudng V& Thuong Tri - Nguyén T. Thuong .............. $12.00
Gia Binh Nam 2000 (Vi€t/Anh) ......ccoovevvvveevieeiienne, $1.00
Hiy D&n Ma Xem - DO Bd Long ...........ccovvvvvveneene. $10.00
Mua Chay va Con Sau Buém - Nguyén T. Thuong ... $10.00
Tai Liéu Cin B4n Phong Trao Pong Hanh ................. $3.00
Tam Banh Cudc DJi - D6 Bd Long ...........ccooeevennn.. $8.00
Than Hoc Thiéng Liéng 1&2 - H. S. Hoang S5 Quiy. $10.00
Viét Trong TAm Hon - Nguyén T. Thuong ................. $10.00

Gia tw Chj Linh

“Chi Thérésa Khong Thi Linh da dudgc
Chia goi vé trong an binh vao chiéu ngay
24 thdng 10 vita qua. Trong sudt 3 thdng
trudng trén giudng bénh vdi con bénh ngit
nghe¢o Chi khong bao gid kéu trach hodc
gidn Chda. Chi ludn ludn tin tudng va sdn
sang dé theo Chiia. Con anh Nguyé&n Thanh
Bon, chdng chi Linh, trong sudt thdi gian chi
lam trong bénh, ludn ludn tic truc bén canh
Chi. Anh tuy méi theo Chia sau khi 1ap gia
dinh véi Chi Linh nhung Pic Tin cta anh
that kién virng.

Anh chi em trong gia dinh PH ¢
Wichita Falls d&u cAm phuc va hoc dugc bai
hoc yéu thuong tit chi Linh va anh Bén. Xin
ti€p tuc cAu nguyén cho anh ch.i va cdc
chiu.”

Anh Mai Hoang An

Gia Dinh BH ciing xin chan thanh chia
budn cling anh Nguy&n Thanh Bon va cdc
chdu Susan Thuy, Béo, Pai va Duong. Chi
Thérésa Linh dd vé trong vong tay yéu
thuong cia Chiia va Me Niém dau clia ngudi
chdng mit vg, ngudi con mat me con do.
Nhung ciing mitng 12 Chida di bao boc niém
dau ndy bing tinh thuong ctia Ngai.

Xin cau cho linh hon Thérésa Khong
Thi Linh mai mai binh an trong tinh thuong
ciia Chda.

Gia Pinh Pong Hanh
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Gay Quy

Kinh thia quy vi An Nhan, than hitu va anh chi em Pong
Hanh,

Chiing ta dang s6ng trong miia Xuan mdi clia Kito gido, mot
mua Xuén cla an sing va 1ong thuong x4t bao la cia Thién Cha.
Nhu Bic Gido Hoang Gioan D& Nhi da dién td: Ngan Nam Tha
Ba 12 mla Xuan cia Kit6 gido; thoi gian thdng hoi dn nin tf bd
t0i 16i quay vé vé6i sy thién, tir bd 1ong ich ky quay vé vdi tinh lién
k€t vdi ngudi nghéo va ngudi bi bd roi. Pay 1a liic chiing ta danh
lai d&i song minh cho viéc pht trién mdt nén vin minh tinh yéu,
mot th€ gidi giau 1ong tha thi va x6t thuong, mot thé gidi cho hy
vong va niém vui ngy tri.

Chiing ta bit dAu cudc hanh trinh nay bing sy tré vé vdi
1ong minh, qua gidy phit hoi tim mdi ngdy va qua cdc khéa tinh
tdm Linh Thao. Chiing ta thé hién 18i song Pong Hanh bing su
tham gia vao cdc sinh hoat nhém, cling nhau Iing nghe va nhin

dinh cdc nhu ciu chung quanh va cling ddn than phuc vu dé ddp
trd nhitng 15i mdi khin truong nhat.

Chiing ta ndi rong vong tay an tinh biing cdch Ging hy va
déng gép vao quy Pong Hanh. Trong nim 2000-2001, chiing ta
s& déng gop v6i dong Tén vé cdc chi phi clia cha Tuyén dy, mua
thém bio hi€m sitc khde cho cdc cha hudng din cic khéa Linh
Thao khi c4c ngai cAn; thuc hién va phan phdi bio Pong Hanh;
hd trg viéc sip x€p lich trinh Linh Thao; tai trg chi phi cho cdc cha
va c4c thay trong chuong trinh huin luyén; t3 chifc cic khéa Youth
Leader Conference; gitip ngudi ngheo va nan nhin cdc thién tai;
duy tri Pong Hanh server va thi€t 1ap quy dé gt dai dién di tham
du Pai Hoi CLC Thé Gidi. Ban tai chanh dit muc tiéu cho viéc
gy quy chu ky 2000-2001 1a $20,000.

Ban Phuc Vu phong trio Pong Hanh chin thinh cAm dn moi
déng gbp clia quy vi an nhan, than hitu va anh chi em Pong Hanh
trong nhitng nim qua. Nguyén xin Thién Chda chic lanh va d6
tran tinh thuong clia Ngai xudng cho quy vi, cac anh chi cing gia
dinh. Udc gi chiing ta 12 nhitng ngudi dugc hong phic dén mitng
Nim Dai Thanh, vui hudng “ndm hong 4n clia Thién Chia” luén
“md rong clta don Chia Kitd.”

Kinh,

Pham Hitu Quang
Trudng Phong Trao

Phiéu An Nhan

To6i mudn déng gép mdi nim: 1 US $10
[J US $20
[J US $50
[ US $100
auss._

trong vong [ ___ ] nim d€ du phan vio nhitng cong tic ich 1gi thiéng liéng chung clia phong trao Pong Hanh.

So dién thoai:

Moi déng gép xin gdi vé:
Ban Tai Chdnh
P.O. Box 51472
Irvine, CA 92619-9998

Tén:
bia chi:
Thanh phd: Tiéu bang: Zip code:
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